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1 INTRODUCTION  
 
1.1 This Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment was undertaken to accompany an application 

for planning permission for amendments to the track layout, extensions to the existing 
paddock area, the removal of existing temporary buildings and the erection of an ancillary 
shop/race school/office building and adjacent fuel pumps, café/restaurant/terrace, DM 
office/bike race teams building, scrutineering bays, shower block building and fast food 
building, alterations and extensions to the existing pit garages and control tower, change of 
use of existing circuit office to hotel (Class C1), localised re-contouring works, change of use 
from grazing land and the erection of circuit offices, a medical centre and clawdd, together 
with associated access and car parking works at Anglesey Circuit, Ty Croes, Anglesey . 
 

1.2 The Assessment was undertaken with experience and knowledge of the existing circuit, its 
historical development and the sensitive landscape within which, the development is 
situated which includes the Anglesey Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB), the 
Historic St Cwyfan’s Church and the beach and shoreline. 
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2 THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT 
 

2.1 The proposed development comprises the following principal elements: 

 Localised amendments to the track configuration, pit exit lane and entrance to 
“Parc Ferme”, in order to improve safety and access to and from the pit lane and 
paddock; 

 Extension to the paddock area in order to better accommodate support vehicles, 
without encroachment onto fire safety lanes; 

 Erection of a single storey mono-pitched roofed shop/race school/office building 
and adjacent fuel pumps,; 

 Erection of two storey flat roofed café/restaurant and terrace; 

 Erection of single storey mono-pitched roofed scrutineering bays; 

 Erection of single storey shower block building with mono-pitched roof; 

 Erection of single storey fast food building with mono-pitched roof; 

 Erection of single storey extension to the existing pit lane garages to 
accommodate four additional garages, with terrace above; 

 First floor extension above part of pit lane garages to accommodate a 
conference room; 

 Change of use of existing circuit office building to Class C1 hotel (Any external 
alterations that may be required would be subject of a subsequent planning 
application. Views of the existing car park which will serve the proposed hotel 
will be screened by a proposed landscaped bund); 

 Localised ground lowering to accommodate extension to paddock area, with 
arisings used to extend width of existing bunding;  

 Change of use of grazing land adjacent to Circuit entrance and the erection of a 
single storey Circuit Office and single storey Medical Centre, together with 
associated access and hardstanding/parking, in order to improve security and 
control and to provide for enhanced medical treatment and evacuation; and, 

 Establishment of clawdd to the north and north west of the proposed Circuit 
Office and Medical Centre. 

As the proposed development proceeds, it is intended that existing temporary buildings will 
be progressively removed. 

 
2.2 The proposed development will involve localised ground lowering in order to accommodate 

the extension to paddock area. The majority of the affected area comprises amenity 
grassland which was disturbed previously when the Circuit was reconfigured.  
 

2.3 The arisings which result resulting from the localised ground lowering will used to extend the 
width of existing bunding within the Circuit and no material will be removed from the site. 

 
2.4 The proposed development will result in the loss of approximately 0.4ha of grazing land, 

adjacent to the Circuit entrance, in order to accommodate the proposed Circuit Office and 

Medical Centre. 

2.5 The proposals are indicated on Scancon Architects’ Proposed Site Plan reference 0262/SK01 

Rev H. 
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2.6 All of the proposed development, with the exception of the proposed medical centre and 

office buildings, is located within the current confines of the existing working circuit area, 

and seeks to enhance the current provision for visitors. 

 

2.7 In developing the scheme proposals and their detail, the landscape context, and location of 

the existing circuit within the Anglesey Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty on the exposed 

rocky western coastline of Anglesey within a historical and culturally sensitive landscape 

have been principal considerations. 

2.8 Baseline information has included a review of the Natural Resources Wales LANDMAP 

Character Aspect area for the site – which covers the current site extent and the proposed 

application site is entirely located within this Character area. 

2.9 Photographs of the site are included from the Coastal path and St Cwyfans Church. 
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3 SITE LANDSCAPE CONTEXT AND IMPACT  
 

 

Aerial photograph of the existing circuit 

3.1 The proposed development is located at the existing Anglesey Race Circuit which is situated 

on the southwest coastline of Anglesey approximately 14km south west of Llangefni and 

15km south east of Holyhead, and the National Grid Reference for the site is SH330681.   

3.2 The nearest settlement to the proposed site is Aberffraw which is located some 2km east but 

visually separated by coastal farmland. 

3.3 The rocky western coastline of Anglesey forms the western and southern site boundary 

providing a spectacular backdrop to the circuit track, and which includes the small adjacent 

bay of Porth Cwyfan and  the Grade II* listed 12th century St. Cwyfans Church.   

3.4 The landscape is generally open; characterised by low wind pruned vegetation, coastal 

heathland and rocky outcrops.   

3.5 LANDMAP notes that the area generally is rich in archaeological and historical interest 

associated with the adjacent coastline; Aberffraw having evolved from a Roman fort into a 

royal site, was also noted as one of the three tribal thrones of the Island of Britain in the 

Trioedd Ynys Prydein; and a chambered cairn exists (Barclodiad y Gawr) some +2km north of 

the site on a notable headland at Porth Trecastell.   
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3.6 The proposed development is locate entirely within LANDMAP Character Area YNSMVS092 

Ty Croes racing circuit as illustrated below: a full copy of the LANDMAP character area 

description is attached. 

 

 

Extract from LANDMAP Character Area YNSMVS092 Ty Croes racing circuit ©NRW 

3.7 Vegetation is characterised by poor or semi improved coastal pasture, contributing to an 

open and exposed landscape with few trees and where the proximity to the rocky coastline 

is always evident through the windswept character, sea bird evidence and ever present salt 

laden winds. 

3.8 The nearest property to the circuit and the proposed development on the site is T’yn Twll a 

small single storey cottage located south east of the overlooking the beach at Porth Cwyfan 

and located some 200m distant although generally properties are few. 

3.9 The Wales Coastal Path and the local Llywelyn Trail from Aberffraw run in part  immediately 

and contiguous to the east of the existing circuit extent within a lane enclosed by hedge 

banks, screening bunds and newly planted vegetation. 

3.10 There are no CROW areas within the study area, although the coastline and beach are open 

to public access, and the Church of St Cwyfan located on the beach on Cribinau Island at 

circa 5m AOD is also accessible at low tide across a causeway or by boat. 

3.11 The existing landscape of the circuit is a large expanse of tarmac fronting the race track, tyre 

walls, hoarding and advertisements and buildings which in race meeting events is also 

occupied by vehicles, corporate stands and spectators providing movement and colour. 

3.12 Screening bunds along the sites periphery planted with native trees and shrubs, are 

established and provide an improved screen and integration of the site.  
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3.13 It is considered that the landscape impact of the proposed scheme development in this 

location will remain unaltered and is considered to be neutral at Day 1 remaining as neutral 

at Year 15.   

3.14 This is as the scale and magnitude of the proposals are small and as the proposals will not 

affect areas beyond the existing circuit character area (due to its enclosed location) and 

therefore the significance of the development is considered as low. 
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4 VISUAL CONTEXT AND IMPACT  
 

4.1 It is predicted that the proposed development located in an area of existing circuit and land 

use; that will not involve the loss of existing landscape features, and the landscape landform 

and context will be unaltered.  

4.2 The development will be largely hidden from view, and the changed use of the former MOD 

buildings will not alter their scale or appearance when redeveloped as Hotel 

accommodation. 

4.3 The suggested colours of the proposed structures on site are indicated to be dark grey for 

wall cladding and dark grey (Merlin Grey) roofing aimed to be less noticeable and to mirror 

the darker shadows and natural colours of the area and to reflect the presence and 

appearance of existing buildings on site.   

4.4 A low bund and planting of coastal heathland vegetation is proposed around the Hotel car 

park but no further landscape planting mitigation is considered necessary. 

4.5 The visual appraisal has involved walking the area around the proposed site, and has 

considered the existing landscape (comprising the existing circuit,) which already creates a 

distinct character which contrasts with the surrounding area and has assessed the likely 

impact of the latest proposals in the existing view.   

4.6 Much of the site is well screened by topography and existing landscape screening 

particularly from the east, or where there are only occasional localised and glimpsed views 

of the existing site from the coastline to the west.    

4.7  The existing circuit is hidden by topography and the remote location where population 

numbers are low and public access is restricted to the Wales Coastal path and public lanes 

near to the site.    

4.8 Limited opportunities exist which provide views of the existing mainly from a distance over 

0.8km and which include small areas of the existing circuit, with the existing control building 

and exisiting Wind turbine being the tallest structures on the site, and the former MOD 

buildings being most prominent located on the higher part of the site area. 

4.9 Possible views include the minor road to Porth Cwyfan beach from Aberffraw, properties at 

Porth Cwyfan Cul de sac, short lengths of local Footpath 10/008/01, the south eastern beach 

extent, a length of Wales Coastal Path to the south and isolated properties from over 1km 

distance and already include parts of the existing circuit.  

4.10 Overall it is considered that Visual Impact will be very small magnitude where the proposed 

development will form part of a much wider view and where attention is focused upon the 

surrounding landscape. 

4.11 Given the low number of receptors; the distance and the small scale of the proposed 

development, it is not anticipated that the development will be a noticeable new element of 

the circuit. 
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4.12 Therefore it is felt that overall Visual Impact will be minor the closest receptors such as 

Houses at Porth Cwyfan and neutral for all other receptors. 
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5 SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 

5.1 The likely landscape and visual implications of the proposed new buildings at Anglesey 

Circuit have been assessed following a visit to the site and general area. 

5.2 The proposed site is located within an AONB landscape with places of public access and 

Historic Interest, such as the Wales Coastal Path, St Cwyfans Church, Porth Cwyfan beach 

and other Public Rights of Way where receptors are of high sensitivity.   

5.3  The scheme proposals have been assessed and visual impact appraisal of the proposed 

development concludes that a small localised number and type of receptor will experience a 

slight or neutral adverse impact where there are glimpses of the proposed and existing site 

from the Wales Coastal Path route nearest to the site, and where the proposed Medical 

Centre will be initially visible, but this reduces with distance and after planting fully 

establishes. 

5.4 Therefore, the level of visual impact for the majority of receptors including the coastal path 

will reduce to neutral; whereby there will be no overall change in Visual Impact for these 

receptors. 

5.5 It is considered that the proposed development will not be likely to be visible from St 

Cwyfans Church, and will therefore not have a direct or indirect affect upon the setting of 

the this historic monument and ecclesiastical building. 

5.6 The development is all proposed to be located within the existing Character Area and its 

impact is not predicted to extend outside or beyond this and therefore there will be no 

alteration to the existing landscape impact or upon the AONB. 

5.7 Care has been taken in the siting, scale and design of the proposed development to ensure 

that it is well integrated into the landscape with minimal visual and landscape impact upon 

the surrounding area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anglesey Circuit Ltd Proposed Developments at Anglesey Circuit 
November 2018 Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Caulmert Ltd   
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A. 

PHOTOGRAPHS OF THE EXISTING SITE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Anglesey Circuit Ltd Proposed Developments at Anglesey Circuit 
November 2018 Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

Caulmert Ltd   
  

 

 

View from the Aberffraw beach road 

 

 

View from St Cwyfans Church 
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View from the Coastal Path south of the site 

 

 

View from the A4080 
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Glimpsed view from the Wales Coastal Path 

 

 

Glimpsed view from the Wales Coastal Path 
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