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Dogfen o Grynodeb
Mae’r asesiad desg hwn wedi ei gynhyrchu er mwyn canfod unrhyw gyfyngiadau 

archaeolegol yn ymwneud â datblygiad arfaethedig oddi ar Sandy Lane, Higher Kinnerton.

Blair Poole of L - P : Archaeology ar ran Stewart Milne Homes sydd wedi paratoi’r 

adroddiad.

Nid oes tystiolaeth o weithgarwch Cyn-hanesyddol neu Rufeinig ar y safle ac mae 

tystiolaeth y cyfnodau hyn yn yr ardal ehangach wedi ei gyfyngu i sawl canfyddiad nas 

profwyd, neu maent bellter sylweddol o’r safle.

Gwyddwn fod Kinnerton yn bodoli yn ystod y Canol Oesoedd ac fe’i henwir yn yr arolwg 

Domesday. Credir mai economi amaethyddol wledig o aneddiadau gwasgaredig oedd yr 

ardal gerllaw tua’r cyfnod hwn.  Nid oes canfyddiadau Canoloesol neu nodweddion wedi’u

cofnodi ar y safle na gerllaw iddo.

Mae cefnen a rhych, ffynhonnau a nifer o Adeiladau Rhestredig yn dystiolaeth a welir yn 

yr ardal o’r cyfnod Ôl-Ganoloesol. Credir mai amaethyddol oedd natur y safle yn ystod y 

cyfnod Ôl-Ganoloesol. Mae’r safle wedi parhau’n dir fferm ac ni cheir tystiolaeth ei fod 

wedi cael ei ddatblygu.

Yn ystod y 19eg ganrif adeiladwyd arglawdd rheilffordd sy’n ffurfio ffin de-ddwyreiniol 

y safle. Hefyd, dileewyd ffiniau caeau cynharach a welir ar fap y Degwm oddi mewn i’r 

safle.  Mae data LiDAR yn awgrymu i rai o’r rhain oroesi o dan y ddaear.

Ni chanfuwyd cyfyngiadau archaeolegol heblaw cefnen a rhych a ffiniau caeau. O’r 

herwydd ni argymhellir cynnal gwaith archaeolegol pellach.
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Abstract
This desk assessment has been produced to identify any archaeological constraints relating 

to a development proposed at land off Sandy Lane, Higher Kinnerton. The report has been 

prepared by Blair Poole of L – P : Archaeology on behalf of Stewart Milne Homes. 

There is no evidence of Prehistoric or Roman activity on the site and evidence for these 

periods in the wider area is confined to several unprovenanced find spots, or at a 

substantial distance from the site.  

Kinnerton is known to have been present by the Medieval period and is noted in the 

Domesday survey. The surrounding area is thought to have been a rural agricultural 

economy of dispersed dwellings around this time. There are no Medieval finds or features 

recorded on or around the site.

The Post Medieval period is evidenced by ridge and furrow in the area, wells, and a 

number fo Listed Buildings. It is thought that the site was agricultural in nature during 

the Post Medieval period. The site has remained farmland and there is no evidence that it 

has been developed.

In the 19th century a railway embankment was built which forms the southeastern site 

boundary. Earlier field boundaries, shown on the Tithe map were also removed from 

within the southern site and ridge and furrow is noted on both sites. LiDAR data suggests 

that there is partial survival of these below ground. 

No  archaeological  constraints  were  identified  beyond  ridge  and  furrow  and  field

boundaries. As such no further archaeological work is recommended on the norther field.

However  research indicates  a low potential  for  archaeological  features  on the southern

field, with an earlier watercourse noted along the boundary of Sandy Lane and historic

field  boundaries,  which  may survive  sub  surface.  As  such  these  may  require  further

investigation.
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 1. Introduction

 1.1.This Archaeological Desk Based Assessment (DBA) considers two parcels of land off

Sandy Lane, Higher Kinnerton, Flintshire. It has been researched and prepared by

Blair Poole of L - P : Archaeology on behalf of Stewart Milne Homes.

 1.2.The site comprises two irregular polygons. The northern field measures an area of

approximately 2.37ha, comprising a single field.  The field area measures  around

2.17ha, also comprising a single field. The site is centred on National Grid Reference

(NGR) 333314,361586. 

 1.3.The local planning authority is Flintshire County Council.

 1.4.The following terms are used in this report:

 “the study area” - a 500m radius from the centre point of the site (FIGURE 1).

 “the site” - The area defined by the perimeter of the site itself (FIGURE 2).

 1.5.The assessment seeks to address the following issues: 

 To identify the potential for archaeology. 

 To assess the significance of potential archaeology. 

 To assess the condition of potential archaeology. 

 To assess the impact of the proposed development on the potential archaeology. 

 1.6.The assessment is based on the results of documentary and cartographic research as

well  as  published  and  unpublished  literature.  The  report  will  conform  to  the

Chartered Institute for Archaeologists (CIfA) Standards and Guidance for Desk Based

Assessments (CIFA 2017). 
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 2. Planning Background

 2.1.1. The Historic Environment (Wales) Act (WELSH GOVERNMENT 2016A) is the most

recent legislation for the management of the Historic Environment in Wales

and  amends  two pieces  of  UK legislation  — the  Ancient  Monuments  and

Archaeological Areas Act  (HMSO 1979) and the Planning (Listed Buildings and

Conservation Areas) Act  (DEPARTMENT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 1990). The new

Act has three main aims:

 to  give  more  effective  protection  to  listed  buildings  and scheduled

monuments;

 to improve the sustainable management of the historic environment;

and

 to  introduce  greater  transparency  and  accountability  into  decisions

taken on the historic environment. 

 2.1.2. When considering a planning application, Fkintshire County Borough Council

is bound by Welsh Government Planning Policy  (10th Edition, 2018) Section 6

and  Tan  24:  the  Historic  Environment  (May  2017)  from  Planning  Policy

Wales. 

 2.1.3. PPW (Chapter 6 – The Historic Environment) explains that the conservation of

archaeological remains is a material consideration in determining a planning

application, whether those remains are a scheduled monument or not. Where

nationally important archaeological remains, whether scheduled or not, and

their settings are likely to be affected by proposed development, there should

be a presumption in favour of their physical protection in situ. It will only be

in  exceptional  circumstances  that  planning  permission  will  be  granted  if

development would result in an adverse impact on a scheduled monument (or

an  archaeological  site  shown  to  be  of  national  importance)  or  has  a

significantly damaging effect upon its setting. 

 2.1.4. Technical  Advice Note (TAN) 24 :  The Historic Environment elaborates  by

explaining that there is a presumption against proposals which would involve

significant  alteration  or  cause  damage,  or  which  would  have  a  significant
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impact on the setting of remains.

 2.1.5. PPW also explains that local authorities should protect parks and gardens and

their settings included in the first part of the Register of Landscapes, Parks and

Gardens of Special Historic Interest in Wales, and that the effect of a proposed

development on a registered park or garden or its setting should be a material

consideration in the determination of a planning application.

 2.1.6. In this case, there are no direct, physical impacts on scheduled monuments but

‘damage’  and  ‘alterations’  apply  equally  to  elements  of  Setting  which

contribute  to  the  significance  of  a  scheduled  monument.  Consequently,  in

assessing the effect of the development site, the local authority must ensure

that  it  does  not cause or  permit  to be caused,  damage or alteration to the

Setting of any scheduled monuments in the area.

 2.1.7. The Setting of a historic asset is defined by Cadw in the Setting of Historic

Assets in Wales (CADW 2017) as follows:

“The  setting  of  a  historic  asset  includes  the  surroundings  in  which  it  is  understood,

experienced  and  appreciated,  embracing  present  and  past  relationships  to  the  surrounding

landscape. Its extent is not fixed and may change as the asset and its surroundings evolve.

Elements of a setting may make a positive, negative or neutral contribution to the significance

of an asset.”

 2.2.LOCAL POLICIES

 2.2.1. In considering any planning application for development FCC must consider

the policies within the existing Flintshire County Council Unitary Development

Plan 2000-2015 (Adopted 28th September  2011).  However,  consultation is

currently underway on the Flintshire Local Development Plan (LDP), which is

to replace the UDP. The relevant saved policies are:

HE2 DEVELOPMENT AFFECTING LISTED BUILDINGS AND THEIR SETTINGS

Where development proposals affect sites of known or potential archaeological interest, the City 

Council will require an archaeological assessment/evaluation to be submitted as part of the 

planning application. Planning permission will not be granted without the adequate assessment 

of the nature, extent and significance of the remains and the degree to which the proposed 

development is likely to affect them.
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HE2 DEVELOPMENT AFFECTING LISTED BUILDINGS AND THEIR SETTINGS

Any development affecting listed buildings or their settings, including internal or external 

alterations or change of use will be permitted only where:

there is no adverse effect on the building's special architectural or historic character and 

appearance and the setting of a listed building;

HE5 PROTECTION OF REGISTERED LANDSCAPES, PARKS AND GARDENS OF SPECIAL 
HISTORIC INTEREST.

Development affecting land in the Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special Historic 

Interest in Wales and adjacent areas, particularly their zones of essential setting and significant 

views, along with historic parks and gardens of local interest, will be permitted only where there

is no adverse effect on their special historic character, appearance or setting.

HE6 SCHEDULED ANCIENT MONUMENTS AND OTHER NATIONALLY IMPORTANT 
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES

Development that would remove, damage or obscure a Scheduled Ancient Monument or other 

nationally important archaeological site, or its setting, will not be permitted

 2.2.1. Paragraphs subsequent to the policy state:

The Welsh Government must be consulted on any development proposal likely to affect a 

Scheduled Ancient Monument and Scheduled Monument Consent must be sought from the 

Welsh Government for any proposed works to a Scheduled Ancient Monument. This policy seeks

to ensure the physical preservation of nationally important archaeological remains and there is a 

presumption in favour of their physical preservation in situ. To achieve this, a thorough 

archaeological field evaluation of the impact of any proposal likely to affect a nationally 

important archaeological site must be submitted before a decision on a planning application is 

taken. The developer will be required to provide the evaluation at their expense in accordance 

with a specification supplied by the County Council.

Such an evaluation should seek to define the character and condition of any monuments or 

remains within the application site and the likely impact of the proposed development on such 

features. In some cases it may be possible to satisfactorily the effects of the proposed 

development by the redesign of the proposal. In exceptional cases where the County Council 

decides that the physical preservation in situ of archaeological remains is not justified, it must be 

satisfied that there is appropriate and satisfactory provision for the investigation and recording of

remains.

HE7 OTHER SITES OF LESSER ARCHAEOLOGICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Development that affects sites of either known or suspected local and/or regional archaeological 

DOC REF: LP2966C-DBA-v2.5



interest and their settings will be permitted only where:

an archaeological assessment has been carried out, before a decision is made on the proposal, to 

the satisfaction of the Council which evaluates the intrinsic importance of the remains; and

the need to retain the interest that has been identified is outweighed by the need for the 

proposed development. 

Where remains are affected but preservation in situ is not merited, excavations and/ or recording

must be carried out to the satisfaction of the Council in advance of development commencing.

HE8 RECORDING OF HISTORIC PERMITTED FEATURES

Development will be only where there is provision for adequate recording of any historic 

features likely to be affected by the development.

 2.3.The  site  does  not  lie  within  a  Conservation  Area,  nor  are  there  any  Scheduled

Monuments or Registered Battlefields. The site is not within an historic landscape or

recorded within the Register of Landscapes, Parks and Gardens of Special Historic

Interest in Wales.

 2.4.There are only five Listed Buildings recorded in the wider area, all located to the

west of the main body of the village, west of Main Road and south of Kinnerton

Lane. These are all Grade II listed and lie between 600m and 1km to the west of the

site. There is no inter-visibility between the site and the Listed Buildings. 

 2.5.The  Listed  Buildings  comprise  Crompton  Hall,  Hillside  Cottage,  Kinnerton  Hall,

Kinnerton Lodge, and the stables at Kinnerton Lodge. 

 2.6.On matters concerning archaeology and the historic environment Flintshire County

Council take advice from the Clwyd Powys Archaeological Trust (CPAT).

 2.7.In accordance with government guidelines and best practice, this report has been

completed at  the  early  stages  of  the  planning process  to  accompany a  planning

application and to inform all parties of any archaeological concerns affecting the

development site.
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 3. Aims of the Assessment

 3.1.It is not the aim of this assessment to present a complete history of Liverpool, nor is

it  the intention of  this report  to examine every artefact  found in the local  area.

Rather,  the  aim of  this  assessment  is  to  review the  available  data  and use  it  to

construct a model of the potential archaeology within the study site.

 3.2.The assessment seeks to address the following issues:

 To assess the potential for archaeology.

 To assess the significance of potential archaeology.

 To assess the condition of potential archaeology

 To  assess  the  impact  of  the  proposed  development  on  the  potential

archaeology.
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 4. Methodology

 4.1.This report  has been researched and written according to L - P : Archaeology's  in

house standards for Desk Based Assessments. In accordance with the guidance set out

below,  the  report  analyses  the  sources  listed  below  to  create  a  model  of  the

archaeological and heritage significance of the study site.

 4.2.GUIDANCE

 4.2.1. The following guidance was consulted:

 Standards and guidance for historic environment desk based assessments

(CIFA 2017).

 The  methodology  employed  for  assessing  the  impact  of  the  proposed

development  is  in  line  with  that  provided  in  the  Managing  Setting  of

Historic Assets in Wales (CADW 2017).

 Conservation  Principals,  Policies  and  Guidance  for  the  Sustainable

Management of the Historic Environment on Wales (CADW 2011)

 4.3.SOURCES

 4.3.1. The heritage assets were identified from the following sources:

 A search of  the Historic Environment Record (HER) based on a 500m

radius around the centre point of the site (FIGURE 3).

 Data  from Archwilio  (CPAT  2018) and  the  Portable  Antiquities  Scheme

(BRITISH MUSEUM 2018).

 Flintshire Archives and Local Study Library.

 Cheshire Record Office and Library.

 Examination of historic maps.

 Examination of aerial photographs.

 Examination of the available 1m DSM LiDAR data  (ENVIRONMENT AGENCY

2018).
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 4.4.SIGNIFICANCE CRITERIA

 4.4.1. For the purposes of this Desk Based Assessment a heritage asset is defined as:

A building,  monument,  site,  place,  area  or landscape identified as  having a degree of

significance meriting consideration in planning decisions, because of its heritage interest.

Heritage asset includes designated heritage assets and assets identified by the local planning

authority (including local listing). 

 4.4.2. The  significance  of  the  heritage  assets  is  determined  using  the  following

criteria:

Value Description

Very High World Heritage Sites; designated or undesignated sites, buildings or landscapes of international 
importance

High Scheduled monuments; Grade I and II* Listed Buildings; Conservation Areas or Parks and Gardens
containing very important monuments or buildings; designated or undesignated sites, buildings 
or landscapes of national importance

Medium Grade II Listed Buildings;  Conservation Areas or Parks and Gardens containing monuments or 
buildings that contribute to their historic character; designated or undesignated sites, buildings or
landscapes of regional importance

Low Locally Listed monuments and buildings; designated or undesignated sites, buildings or 
landscapes of local importance

Negligible Sites, buildings or landscapes with little or no significant historical interest

Unknown Archaeological sites where the importance has not yet been ascertained; buildings with hidden 
potential for historic significance

Table 1 - Significance criteria used in this report

 4.5.LIMITATIONS OF THE METHODOLOGY

 4.5.1. The assessment  relies  on  the  accuracy  of  the data  provided by the  sources

described above.  There is  always some degree of  uncertainty in relation to

these sources which include: 

 The  data  from the  HER  can  be  limited  because  it  is  not  based  on  a

systematic  search of the county but  rather,  the records  are reliant  upon

chance finds, opportunities for research and public contribution.

 Documentary sources may be biased, inaccurate or difficult to interpret.

 The presence of buried archaeology is not always obvious during walk

over surveys.

 Grid coordinates for heritage assets may be rounded to such an extent that

the actual location of the asset can be difficult to locate. 
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 The radial boundaries used in this report have been established in order to

maintain the focus and manageability of the data but still be large enough

to rigorously consider context and character. It is important to note that any

set boundaries on the report should be considered as permeable. Areas do

not develop in isolation, and thought must always be given to significant

relationships with places and events outside the area selected or defined.
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 5. Site Background

 5.1.GEOLOGY

 5.1.1. The British Geological Survey (BRITISH GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 2018) shows the site

to  be  located  on  a  bedrock  of  Kinnerton  sandstone  formation  sandstone.

Superficial deposits are thought to be of till, devensian – diamicton.

 5.1.2. The data provided by  GeoIndex is  low resolution data  and should only be

considered as a rough guide to the geology of the site.

 5.2.LANDSCAPE AND TOPOGRAPHY

 5.2.1. The site comprises two irregular polygons, a northern field measuring around

2.37ha, at an elevation of approximately 30mOD, centred on National Grid

Reference (NGR)  333314,361586,  and  a  southern  field  measuring  around

2.17ha,  at  an  elevation  of  approximately  30mOD,  centred  on  NGR

333421,361447.

NORTHERN FIELD 

 5.2.2. The northern field lies to the northwest of Sandy Lane and to the southeast of

Main Road, at the junction of the two highways. To the south of the northern

field lies a small, 20th century, housing estate. 
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 5.2.3. A site visit was carried out by Blair Poole of L – P : Archaeology on 9th August

2018. The northern field was a relatively level grass field, with no upstanding

earthworks of historic interest.

 5.2.4. The boundaries of the northern field are formed by historic hedgerows, which

can be seen on the mid 19th century mapping. A small area of waterlogging

was seen along the southern boundary of the northern field, in an area thought

to have been a pond or marl pit, which also appears on the historic mapping.

SOUTHERN FIELD

 5.2.5. The southern field lies  to the east of Sandy Lane and to the southeast of The

Green, to the south of a large domestic property. A site visit was carried out by

Blair Poole of L – P : Archaeology on 9th August 2018. The area was a large,

relatively level, grass field. 

 5.2.6. The  northern  and  western  boundaries  are  formed  by  historic  hedgerows,

which can be seen on the mid 19th century mapping. A dismantled railway line

lies along the southeastern boundary of the site,  which formed part  of  the

Mold Railway Company line that was built in 1849 and went out of use in

1962. Thereafter modern housing was was constructed around the area.
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 5.2.7. No upstanding features were present within the site area.

GENERAL TOPOGRAPHY

 5.2.8. In the wider settlement there is no ancient church and no clear historic core to

the village of Higher Kinnerton. Historic maps, discussed in more detail below,

indicate that it comprised a few disparate dwellings along Bennets Lane and

Main Road.  Main Road runs through Higher Kinnerton along the northern

boundary of the site and is the historic route that links the crossing of the River

Afon at Hope with Chester.

 5.2.9. Landscape characterisation in Wales is carried out by the Countryside Council

for Wales and the data recorded on the LANDMAP site. Land is divided into

Aspect  Areas  and  the  geological,  habitat,  visual  and  sensory,  historic  and

cultural  values  of  each  Aspect  Area  are  assessed.  The  site  lies  within  the

Kinnerton  Aspect  Area  (FLNTHL745).  The  historic  landscape  assessment

describes the area as:

Relatively flat and low-lying fieldscapes along the eastern border of the county, to the

east of Bretton and Hope, between a height of 10-90 metres above sea level. Diverse 

fieldscape types of different periods including irregular fields representing more 

ancient piecemeal clearance and enclosure of farmland possibly of medieval and later 

date, reorganised strip fields representing the enclosure of former medieval open 

fields with some remnant ridge and furrow, and straight-sided fields representing 

later 18th and 19th century enclosure, landscape reorganisation or drainage and 

reclamation. Field boundaries mostly hedged. Scattered post-medieval marl pits, of 
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which many survive as small ponds. Small areas of broadleaved and mixed woodland

and strip plantation. Modern settlement represented by scattered farmsteads mostly of

18th and 19th century date and by the small nucleated settlements at Higher Kinnerton

and Bretton which are ultimately of early medieval origin. Medieval high-status rural 

settlement represented by moated sites. Wat's Dyke, an early medieval linear 

earthwork boundary, runs through the south-western part of the area. Remains of 

Cold War defence site at Dodlestone.' 

 5.2.10.The overall value of the historic landscape is considered 'high' (LANDMAP 2005).

However,  the  site  consists  of  a  single  enclosure  type  field  on  the  edge  of

modern development and is not considered to make a significant contribution

to the 'diverse fieldscapes' that contribute to the value of the landscape.

 5.3.PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL EVENTS

 5.3.1. In 2012 twelve archaeological trenches were excavated off Main Road, Higher

Kinnerton, c800m southwest of the site. This intervention was on the request

of  Flintshire  County  Council,  not  a  recommendation  of  CPAT.  The  works

uncovered no archaeological finds or features.
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 6. Archaeological and Historical Background

 6.1.Archaeological  and  built  heritage  assets  described  in  the  following  sections  are

referenced in brackets using the Historic Environment Record (HER) number.

 6.2.Information from the HER is referenced with the Monument ID in brackets e.g.

(MME 15940).  The following analysis is from a 500m radius search of the MHER

around the site (FIGURE 3). 

 6.3.Higher and Lower Kinnerton are thought to have been recorded as a single entity up

until the 16th century, when Har Kynerton and Lagher Kynerton are first referred to

separately (OWEN 1996).  The origin of  Kinnerton may stem from  Cyneheard tun

which could refer to Cyneheard's farm or settlement from the Old English name and

Old English word tun (OWEN 1996).

 6.4.The  later  Har could  relate  to  either  Hån or  Héah which  mean  boundary  or

important/prominent/high  up  respectively.  In  relation  to  the  Lagher of  Lower

Kinnerton,  which means lower,  it  is  more  likely  that  Héah  forms  the  origin  of

Higher Kinnerton.

 6.5.This second interpretation is thought to be more appropriate when combined with

the local topography, with Lower Kinnerton at an elevation of 15m AOD and Higher

Kinnerton twice as high at 32m AOD.
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PERIOD FROM TO

PREHISTORIC

PALAEOLITHIC 450,000 12,000 BC

MESOLITHIC 12,000 4,000 BC

NEOLITHIC 4,000 2,400 BC

BRONZE AGE 2,400 800 BC

IRON AGE 800 43 AD

HISTORIC

ROMAN 43 410 AD

EARLY MEDIEVAL 410 1066 AD

MEDIEVAL 1066 1485 AD

POST MEDIEVAL 1485 PRESENT

Table 2 - Timescales used in this report



 6.6.PREHISTORIC

 6.6.1. There is no record in the HER of Palaeolithic finds within the vicinity of the

site. There is also no record in the HER of Mesolithic remains in the vicinity of

the site.  Remains from these periods  are  generally  ephemeral  and focussed

around the North Wales  coast  (CADW 2004),  as  such the potential  for  such

remains is considered negligible.

 6.6.2. There is no record in the HER of Neolithic remains within the study area, nor

are there for the Bronze Age or Iron Age. However, a potential quern stone

was found to the south of Higher Kinnerton, around 600m southwest of the

site (101869). As such the potential for evidence from these periods within the

site is considered negligible.

 6.7.ROMAN

 6.7.1. There  are  no known archaeological  sites  within  the  vicinity;  however  one

fragment  of  rotary  quern  (101869)  was  found  outside  the  study  area,  it

probably came from The Green, at least 600m southeast of the site.  In the

wider area a fragment of quern and a Romano-British copper alloy mount have

been recovered from the village (CPAT 2016).

 6.7.2. There is a proposed Roman road running from Hawarden to Aldford, part of a

minor road network also linking Chester to St Asaph, which is aligned east-

west and located approximately 6km to the north of the site (TAYLOR 1922). A

second  road,  thought  to  link  Chester  and  Caer  Gai,  appears  in  the

neighbouring Cheshire HER (2451/2/0) approximately 4km to the east of the

site area.

 6.7.3. Evidence for activity from this period is sparse and the potential for remains is

negligible.

 6.8.EARLY MEDIEVAL & MEDIEVAL

 6.8.1. After the withdrawal of Roman control in the 5th century the area around Mold

was on the border between Britons to the west and the invading Anglo-Saxons

to the east. There were Anglo-Saxon victories at Nantwich (584) and Chester

(613), and gradually the Anglo-Saxon kingdom of Mercia formed in central
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England  (ARNOLD &  DAVIES  2002).  Higher  Kinnerton  fell  within the  Mercian

territory. 

 6.8.2. Kinnerton is  recorded in the Domesday Book as  Edritone  and was held by

Almer and Ravenkel of Clayton prior to the Conquest but was passed to Hugh

FitzOsbern. It was very small, consisting of just five households, land for one

plough and one meadow (MORRIS, 1978).

Hugh Son of Osbern holds Kinnerton. Richard holds from him. Aelmer and Ravenkel held it as 2
manors; they were free men. 1 ½ hides paying tax. Land for 1 plough. It is there, with
2 riders and 3 smallholders.
Meadow, 1 acre.
Value 10s
Osbern son of Tezzo holds 1 hide of this land, and Hugh son of Norman ½ hide.

 6.8.1. Possible earthworks relating to Medieval farming are recorded at Cuckoo Hill,

780m southwest of the site, and at Hafod Farm, 820m south of the site and it

is likely that the site was farmed during the Medieval period.

 6.8.2. There are no Medieval finds recorded in the HER within a 500m radius of the

site. However, in the wider area the Cheshire HER records Medieval activity to

the east of the site. This includes a Medieval coin at Dodleston (1978/0/1), a

13th century causeway just south of Balderton bridge (2161), and a possible

Medieval windmill at windmill hill in Dodleston (1979/1). 

 6.8.3. Dodleston  Motte  & Bailey  castle  (1978/2)  is  thought  to  date  from the  11th

century.  Moated  sites  are  known at  Moor  End Farm (1981)  and Dodleston

(1978/3/1). Moated sites in the area were often part of a greater landscape.

Apart from the fact that they offer protection from flooding in low lying areas,

they can have a basic defensive trait which allows for security in marginal or

turbulent areas, such as the Welsh Border. In line with the Motte and Bailey

castles, they form part of a screen of strongholds against Welsh attack (HIGHAM

2004). 

 6.8.4. There is no further evidence for activity within the site area and the potential

for remains is low. There may be occasional scattered finds from manuring the

fields within the site. These would be considered of low significance.
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 6.9.POST MEDIEVAL & MODERN

 6.9.1. The current appearance of the landscape and the majority of the built heritage

dates to the later Post Medieval and Modern periods. There are various sand

pits, marl pits and saw pits recorded from historic maps in the surrounding

fields. 

 6.9.2. It  is  thought  that  by  1763  there  was  a  postal  route  via  Kinnerton  noted,

although there is no coaching stop recorded here (ARCHER 1970).

 6.9.3. The two most significant features from this period in the wider area are the

railway and the post war anti-aircraft battery. The railway was built in 1849

and forms a large embankment to the southeast of the site. It was dismantled in

1962 but there are some fragments of railway furniture visible outside the site

area on the bank. The Mold to Chester Railway was implemented after years of

planning, with the route initially proposed in 1844, however, local colliery

owners opposed it  and the plans were dropped. It  was only in 1847, after

lengthy discussions, that the railway began construction, built to pass through

Higher Kinnerton, where a station was erected around 1849 (BAUGHAN 1980). 

 6.9.4. The anti-aircraft battery (38561), located around 900m to the east of the site,

consists of various elements including ammunition stores, gun emplacements,

a  generator  house  and command post.  It  is  well  preserved and even some

perimeter fencing survives. Several German aircraft crashes were recorded in

the wider area around Doddleston and Kinnerton. This may be due to the flight

plan of the Luftwaffe in attacking both RAF Sealand, Chester and Liverpool.

Anti aircraft batteries and bombing decoys were also located at Bretton, which

may explain the instances of crashes in the area (DOYLERUSH 1990). 

 6.9.5. The HER records five findspots within a 500m radius of the site, which all date

from the Post Medieval period (FIGURE 3). Located 490m to the southwest of

the  site  a  fragment  of  a  copper  alloy  cauldron  or  pipkin  (120252)  was

recovered. Two wells have been recorded within 500m of the site. One 400m

to the west (87867) and one 300m to the north, at Station Fram (87865). 

 6.9.6. Two areas of ridge and furrow have been recorded within 500m of the site.

One at Brookside, 130m to the northwest (87886), and one at Station Farm,
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280m to the east (87685).

 6.9.7. The site area is thought to contain a marl  pit,  for clay extraction, along its

southern boundary. There is no other evidence for activity within the site area

from this period and the potential for remains is low. There may be occasional

scattered finds from agricultural activity. These would be considered of low

significance.

 6.10.MAP REGRESSION

 6.10.1.The earliest map to show Higher Kinnerton is John Speeds map of Flintshire,

dated 1610, which depicts Kinnerton as a small settlement (FIGURE 5). The

settlement appears on the Ogilvy Shrewsbury to Holywell route map of 1675.

On the Ogilvy map the settlement is depicted as Pont Kenuthyen, which likely

relates to the bridge at the border of Cheshire and Flintshire. No discernable

details of the site can be seen on this map. 

 6.10.2.By the Ordnance Survey (OS) 1840 one inch map of Denbigh (FIGURE 6) the

site area can be clearly seen. The site  boundaries  are all  fixed at  this time.

Bounded by the village road plan, with Sandy Lane and Main Road marking the

major roads, with a smaller lane to the south. To the east of the site are two

buildings, one of these is thought to be The Grange. The main body of the

village is formed of dispersed structures, mainly located to the west and south

of the site off Main Road and Bennett’s Lane.

 6.10.3.The first detailed map of the site is the 1842 Tithe map of Dodleston Parish

(FIGURE 7), which shows the village as still comprising dispersed structures in a

rural  environment.  The sites are located by the junction of Main Road and

Sandy Lane, with the smaller lane to the south, shown on the 1840 OS map,

noted as Malkins Lane, and located a further field away from the southern

boundary of the northern site. The southern perimeter of the northern site can

be seen to be the boundary between two fields. The extents of the site are

thought to all represent historic field boundaries. The site is recorded as being

plot 698, owned by Sir Stephen Richard Glynne, a notable Welsh landowner

and 9th Baronet of Bicester, also brother in law of Prime Minister Gladstone.

The  family  estate  also  held  land  at  Hawarden,  including  the  castle.  The
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occupier  of  the plot  was William Youd, which was used for  oats  and was

named Cae Cunney. The marl pit is clearly shown on the Tithe map along the

southern boundary of the northern site.

 6.10.4.The field to the south, plot 699, was also owned by Sir Richard Glynne and

occupied by William Youd, which at the time was left  fallow. Recorded as

Little Cae Cunney, it may be that this had originally been one field, which was

divided prior to the Tithe apportionment.

 6.10.5.To the north of the southern site are two structures are shown, east of Sandy

Lane,  close  to  the  junction  of  Main  Road,  plots  643  and  644.  These  are

recorded as houses and gardens and both owned by Sir Richard and occupied

by  Samuel  Youd and Frederick  Thomas  respectively.  It  is  thought  that  the

structure in plot 643 represents the earliest location of The Grange, which has

seen massive modification over the years. It  is possible that these structures

represent the entrance to a more formal estate located some distance to the

east, forming a grange and associated structure, which by the time of the Tithe

map had become rented dwellings.

 6.10.6.The southern site comprises the whole of plot 642, and portions of plots 640

and 641. These plots all belong to Sir Richard and area occupied by Samuel

Youd. Plot  640 is recorded as house field and under grass.  The other two,

intake (641) and wheat field (642) were used for hay and wheat. Along the

southeastern boundary, a marl pit is depicted at the junction of the three fields.

 6.10.7.To  the  west  of  the  site  is  a  structure  at  the  junction  of  Main  Road  and

Kinnerton Lane, plot 700. This appears to be at the location of the current

Royal  Oak public house,  however at  the time listed as cottage and garden,

owned by the Early of Derby, and occupied by William Jones, who appears to

be working the surrounding fields.

 6.10.8.By the  1869 OS map (FIGURE  8)  there  is  no change to  the  northern  site,

however the structure to the east, on what was plot 644, has been demolished

and  the  Grange  appears  to  have  undergone  some  modifications.  The  field

boundaries on the southern site have all been removed to form an open field.

Within the southern site a depression is seen along the western boundary. This
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is also the first map to show the railway established to the southeast of the site.

 6.10.9.There is no change on the 1898 OS map, although this is the first time the

Royal Oak is recorded as a public house (FIGURE 9). There is no change on the

1914 (FIGURE 10) 1953 (FIGURE 11) 1966 (FIGURE 12) OS maps. By the 1982

OS map the face of the village has changed dramatically, with residential estates

filling the fields  to the south of the site (FIGURE 13). This map also shows

massive  changes  to  The  Grange.  The  1991  OS  maps  shows  further

development to the west creating more housing estates (FIGURE 14). This map

also shows further development of The Grange. 

 6.11.AERIAL DATA

 6.11.1.1m DSM LiDAR Data was examined  (ENVIRONMENT AGENCY 2015), the LiDAR

Data  (FIGURE  4),  shows  potential  ridge  and  furrow  running  northeast-

southwest  across  the  northern  site,  with  a  marl  pit  along  the  southern

boundary. The southern site also shows ridge and furrow, with partial survival

of earlier field boundaries, the depression along the western boundary and part

of the marl pit next to the railway line. The depression running north-south

close to the western boundary of the site may represent the line of an earlier

brook shown on the 1869 OS map. The second feature of an L-shaped mark

which follows the field boundary of plot 642 on the 1842 Tithe map.

 6.12.BUILT HERITAGE

 6.12.1.There  are  five  Grade  II  Listed  Buildings  within  the  study  area.  These  are

Crompton Hall (17856), an early/mid 17th century farmhouse situated 560m

northwest  of the site; Kinnerton Hall (also known as Kinnerton Hall Farm)

(41331), a mid 18th century farmhouse 450m west of the site; Kinnerton Lodge

(41330), and early 19th century villa 900m northwest of the site; and the stables

associated with the Lodge (41332). The site is not within the curtilage of any of

the buildings and the potential for buried remains associated with any of the

buildings within the site is negligible.

 6.12.2.There are several further buildings recorded by the RCAHMW. These include

the Old School House (NPRN410811); the barn at Crompton Hall (NPRN404468);
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the  remains  of  Kinnerton  railway  station  860m  to  the  north  of  the  site

(NPRN87108) and the Primitive Methodist Church on Bennet's Lane 200m to

the west of the site (NPRN8051). Again the site is not within the curtilage of any

of the buildings and the potential for buried remains associated with any of the

buildings within the site is negligible.
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 7. Proposed Development

 7.1.PREVIOUS IMPACTS

 7.1.1. There  is  no  evidence  that  the  site  has  been  developed.  The only  potential

impact may come from agricultural activity. It is possible that deep ploughing

was carried out during the mid 20th century, which may have impacted buried

archaeologic deposits or features.

 7.2.PROPOSED REDEVELOPMENT

 7.2.1. A residential  development  of  housing  units  with associated  roads,  services,

landscaping and open space is proposed (APPENDIX 1). All groundworks would

impact buried archaeological deposits.
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 8. Conclusions

 8.1.This  report  has  considered  land  to  the  west  of  Sandy  Lane,  Higher  Kinnerton,

Flintshire at  (NGR) 333314,361586. The site has been proposed for development

consisting of residential dwellings and associated infrastructure.

 8.2.The site lies to the northeast of the historic core of the village, which was a dispersed

rural settlement until the later 20th century.

 8.3.The is negligible potential for Prehistoric, Roman, or Medieval activity on the site.

The  is  a  low potential  for  Post  Medieval  features  on  the  site,  which  would  be

associated with agricultural activity, and be of low significance.

 8.4. POTENTIALLY IMPACTED ASSETS.

 8.4.1. As the site does not appear to have been developed,  and no archaeological

features have been shown to have been present in the immediate area there are

no known assets that would be impacted by development, beyond the ridge

and furrow noted on the LiDAR. Previously unidentified deposits or features

would be impacted by any groundwork, should they be present.

 8.4.2. The research suggests that two features occupy the southern site, a potential

watercourse and the remains of a 19th century field boundary. The watercourse

may contain some palaeoenvironmental information that could shed light on

the historic environment.

 8.4.3. The site is not within the curtilage of any Listed buildings and there is limited

visibility  between the site  and any Listed Buildings,  there is  thought  to be

minimal impact on these assets.

 8.5.RECOMMENDATIONS

 8.5.1. As there is a limited potential for archaeological features to be present, and the

lack of archaeologic features previously identified in the immediate area, it is

not thought that any further archaeological work would be required on the

northern  site.  The  southern  site  may  require  further  investigation  into  the

watercourse and field boundary. This may take the form of targetted trenching.
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 9. Casgliadau

 9.1.Mae’r  adroddiad  hwn  wedi  ystyried  tir  i’r  gorllewin  o  Sandy  Lane,  Higher

Kinnerton,  Sir  y  Fflint  (NGR)  333314,361586.  Bwriedir  datblygu  aneddiadau

preswyl a seilwaith cysylltiedig.

 9.2.Mae’r  safle  i’r  gogledd  ddwyrain  o  graidd  hanesyddol  y  pentref,  a  oedd  yn

anheddiad gwledig gwasgaredig tan ddiwedd yr 20fed ganrif.

 9.3.Dibwys  yw  dichonolrwydd  gweithgarwch  Cynhanesyddol,  Rhufeinig  neu

Ganoloesol ar y safle. Mae potensial isel o ganfod nodweddion Ôl-ganoloesol ar y

safle, fyddai’n gysylltiedig â gweithgarwch amaethyddol, a fawr o arwyddocâd.

 9.4.ASEDAU Y GELLIR EFFEITHIO ARNYNT .

 9.4.1. Nid yw’r safle i bob golwg wedi cael ei ddatblygu ac ni welwyd/ddangoswyd

nodweddion archaeolegol yn yr ardal yn union o’i gwmpas. Felly, ni wyddom

am asedau fyddai’n cael eu heffeithio drwy ddatblygiad, y tu hwnt i’r gefnen a

rhych  a  nodwyd  ar  y  LiDAR.  Byddai  dyddodion  neu  nodweddion  nas

canfuwyd o’r blaen wedi cael eu heffeithio gan unrhyw waith tanddaearol, pe

baent yn bresennol.

 9.4.2. Nid yw’r safle oddi mewn i gartilag unrhyw adeiladau Cofrestredig ac mae

gwelededd yn gyfyngedig rhwng y safle ac unrhyw adeiladau Cofrestredig, a

chredir mai prin yw’r effaith ar yr asedau hyn.

 9.5.ARGYMHELLION

 9.5.1. Gan mai  prin  yw potensial  presenoldeb nodweddion archaeolegol,  a  diffyg

nodweddion  archaeolegol  a  amlygwyd  o’r  blaen  yn  yr  ardal  yn  union  o

gwmpas, ni chredir y bydd angen gwneud gwaith archaeolegol pellach ar y

safle.
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CLWYD-POWYS ARCHAEOLOGICAL TRUST
HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD 
ENQUIRY REPORT - CORE RECORDS

 
Enquiry reference number: E6398

Prepared by: Chris Martin, Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust
Produced for: Blair Poole, L P Archaeology 

 

 
The following information has been provided under the terms and conditions of access as detailed on the CPAT HER Enquiry form
and in the Welsh Archaeological Trusts Access and Charging Policy.  Copyright is reserved on all data supplied from the CPAT
HER. All output resulting from the use of the data must acknowledge the source as follows:-  Copyright CPAT HER
partnership, 2018 (and in part Crown, 2018).
 
If you wish to use information derived from material held by the CPAT HER for publication in printed or multimedia form or to
compile resources for commercial use, prior permission must be obtained in writing.

 
 

Search criteria
 

500m search around NGR 333373 361515, Kinnerton
 

 
 
 PRN 87886  NAME Brookside ridge and furrow   

  NGR SJ3324261707  COMMUNITY Higher Kinnerton  

 TYPE  Post-Medieval, Ridge and furrow. Rank: 1  

 SUMMARY  -  

 DESCRIPTION Depicted on A P 34 / 74. Ridge and furrow identified on field visit. Dimesion: 6.5m in width, with a
surviving height of 0.5m. Difficult to ascertain any curve to the ridges. Has been disturbed by private homes and gardens.
(Clwyd County Council 1980 - Flintshire SMR)  

 CONDITION Condition: Damaged Description: - Related event: - Date of entry: 2005-12-31 00:00:00 

 STATUS None recorded  

 CROSS REFERENCES - -CPAT111744 

 SOURCES
Flintshire County Council Flintshire Sites and Monuments Record entry  

  ARTEFACTS 
 
 
  C14 DATES
 

  PHOTOS
-  

  ARCHWILIO URL 
http://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/query/page.php?prn=CPAT87886&dbname=cpat&tbname=CORE 
   

http://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/query/page.php?prn=CPAT87886&dbname=cpat&tbname=CORE


file:///H|/Data/HER%20enquiries/E6398/E6398%20CPAT%20HER%20core%20data%20catalogue.htm[08/08/2018 13:45:34]

 PRN 87867  NAME Higher Kinnerton well   

  NGR SJ3290261590  COMMUNITY Higher Kinnerton  

 TYPE  Post-Medieval, Well. Rank: 1  

 SUMMARY  -  

 DESCRIPTION Site recorded in former Flintshire SMR. As yet undescribed.  

 CONDITION Condition: Unknown Description: - Related event: - Date of entry: 2005-12-31 00:00:00 

 STATUS None recorded  

 CROSS REFERENCES - - 

 SOURCES
Flintshire County Council Flintshire Sites and Monuments Record entry  

  ARTEFACTS 
 
 
  C14 DATES
 

  PHOTOS
-  

  ARCHWILIO URL 
http://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/query/page.php?prn=CPAT87867&dbname=cpat&tbname=CORE 
   

 PRN 120252  NAME Higher Kinnerton, Vessel Fragment   

  NGR SJ3289861300  COMMUNITY Higher Kinnerton  

 TYPE  Post-Medieval, find. Rank: 1  

 SUMMARY    

 DESCRIPTION Copper alloy leg of a post-medieval skillet or pipkin, a cauldron type vessel with 3 legs, (PAS Database,
2011). 

 CONDITION Condition: Description: - Related event: - Date of entry:  

 STATUS None recorded  

 CROSS REFERENCES PAS ID LVPL-03B241 

 SOURCES
Ottaway, P & Rogers, N 2002 Craft Industry and Everyday Life: Finds from Medieval York 
Portable Antiquities Scheme Portable Antiquities Scheme Database  

  ARTEFACTS 
1 copper alloy vessel Fragment Copper alloy leg of a post-medieval skillet or pipkin, a cauldron type vessel with 3 legs. The
object is anthropomorphic in style, representing a human leg and foot. The leg is triangular in section. Above the foot is a
protruding lip, the foot is then flat on the floor. A leg of the same style was found in York and dates to the late 15th- early
16th centuries (Ottaway and Rogers; 2002; 2809-10) but similar styles continued until around the 18th century, (PAS
Database, 2011).  
 
  C14 DATES
 

  PHOTOS

http://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/query/page.php?prn=CPAT87867&dbname=cpat&tbname=CORE


file:///H|/Data/HER%20enquiries/E6398/E6398%20CPAT%20HER%20core%20data%20catalogue.htm[08/08/2018 13:45:34]

-  

  ARCHWILIO URL 
http://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/query/page.php?prn=CPAT120252&dbname=cpat&tbname=CORE 
   

 PRN 87885  NAME Station Farm ridge and furrow   

  NGR SJ3354161753  COMMUNITY Higher Kinnerton  

 TYPE  Post-Medieval, Ridge and furrow. Rank: 1  

 SUMMARY  -  

 DESCRIPTION Depicted on A P 34/74 as lines running WSW/ENE. Due to dense vegetation, very little viewed on site
visit. (Clwyd County Council 1980 - Flintshire SMR)  

 CONDITION Condition: Uncertain Description: - Related event: - Date of entry: 2005-12-31 00:00:00 

 STATUS None recorded  

 CROSS REFERENCES - -CPAT111743 

 SOURCES
Flintshire County Council Flintshire Sites and Monuments Record entry  

  ARTEFACTS 
 
 
  C14 DATES
 

  PHOTOS
-  

  ARCHWILIO URL 
http://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/query/page.php?prn=CPAT87885&dbname=cpat&tbname=CORE 
   

 PRN 87865  NAME Station Farm well   

  NGR SJ3345761879  COMMUNITY Higher Kinnerton  

 TYPE  Post-Medieval, Well. Rank: 1  

 SUMMARY  -  

 DESCRIPTION Site recorded in former Flintshire SMR. As yet undescribed.  

 CONDITION Condition: Unknown Description: - Related event: - Date of entry: 2005-12-31 00:00:00 

 STATUS None recorded  

 CROSS REFERENCES - - 

 SOURCES
Flintshire County Council Flintshire Sites and Monuments Record entry  

  ARTEFACTS 
 
 
  C14 DATES
 

http://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/query/page.php?prn=CPAT120252&dbname=cpat&tbname=CORE
http://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/query/page.php?prn=CPAT87885&dbname=cpat&tbname=CORE
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  PHOTOS
-  

  ARCHWILIO URL 
http://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/query/page.php?prn=CPAT87865&dbname=cpat&tbname=CORE 
   

08.08.18 (13:08) - HTML file produced from CPAT HER, CPAT file number 1293. 
Clwyd-Powys Archaeological Trust, 41 Broad Street, Welshpool, SY21 7RR.
tel (01938) 553670, fax (01938) 552179, email her@cpat.org.uk, website http://www.cpat.org.uk" target="_blank">www.cpat.org.uk

Please note that the sites listed above are only the sites of which we are aware at the current time and there may be others that
have yet to be discovered.
 
While the Regional Historic Environment Record contains information on all of the following, we do not hold the definitive data for
Listed Buildings, Scheduled Ancient Monuments, Registered Parks and Gardens or Registered Historic Landscapes, and it is
recommended that you contact Cadw to ensure you have the most up to date data for these monuments - particularly if you require
digital polygons showing the full extents of Registered or Scheduled areas. Similarly, there may also be additional sites in the area in
the National Monuments Record of Wales, held by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales, and
again you are advised to contact them directly to obtain such information.
 
If your enquiry relates to a commercial development, and if you haven't already done so, please contact Mr Mark Walters
(markwalters@cpat.org.uk), the Development Control Archaeologist for Clwyd and Powys who will provide further advice regarding
best practice in mitigating against damage to any archaeological or historical remains which might exist within the area of the
proposed works.
 
Enquirers are also expected to provide a copy (paper or digital) of any document or published report that makes use of information
obtained from the HER for incorporation into the record.
 
Enquirers are requested to include the following acknowledgement in any document or published report that makes use of
information obtained from the HER: - Information obtained from the Regional Historic Environment Record curated by the Clwyd-
Powys Archaeological Trust.

http://www.archwilio.org.uk/arch/query/page.php?prn=CPAT87865&dbname=cpat&tbname=CORE
mailto:chrismartin@cpat.org.uk
https://walesher1974.org/her/temp/%3Ca%20href=
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