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Disclaimer 

This report has been prepared by Capita Property and Infrastructure Limited (Capita) in favour of [Metcalfes)] (“the Client”) and is for the sole use and 

benefit of the Client in accordance with the agreement between the Client and Capita dated [October 2020] under which Capita’s services were 

performed.  Other than in respect of liability which cannot be excluded by law, Capita accepts no liability to any other party in respect of the contents of 

this report.  This report is confidential and may not be disclosed by the Client or relied on by any other party without the express prior written consent of 

Capita.   

 

Whilst care has been taken in the construction of this report, the conclusions and recommendations Any information provided by third parties and referred 

to herein has not been checked or verified by CAPITA, unless otherwise expressly stated in the document. No third party may rely upon this document 

without the prior and express written agreement of Supplier which it contains are based upon information provided by third parties (“Third Party 

Information”). Capita makes no representation, warranty or undertaking (express or implied) in the context of the Third Party Information and no 

responsibility is taken or accepted by Capita for the adequacy, completeness or accuracy of the report in the context of the Third Party Information on 

which it is based.   

 

Freedom of Information 

Capita understands and acknowledges the Authority’s legal obligations and responsibilities under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 (the “Act”) and 

fully appreciates that the Authority may be required under the terms of the Act to disclose any information which it holds.  Capita maintains that the report 

contains commercially sensitive information that could be prejudicial to the commercial interests of the parties.  On this basis Capita believes that the 

report should attract exemption from disclosure, at least in the first instance, under Sections 41 and/or 43 of the Act.  Capita accepts that the damage 

which it would suffer in the event of disclosure of certain of the confidential information would, to some extent, reduce with the passage of time and 

therefore proposes that any disclosure (pursuant to the Act) of the confidential information contained in the report should be restricted until after the expiry 

of 24 months from the date of the report.   
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 Summary 

Capita Ecologists were commissioned by GRWP Llandrillo Menai in November 2020 to 

undertake a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) at Coleg Llandrillo Rhyl. The surveys 

and appraisal have been carried out to inform a planning proposal for an extension to the 

car parking area. 

The PEA includes a MAGIC map desk-based study, an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey 

and an assessment of the site to support protected and notable species. The aim of the 

surveys and appraisal is to:  

• Provide a description of the baseline biodiversity on the site. 

• Identify any potential ecological constraints to the development. 

• Provide initial recommendations to address any constraints and an indication of what 
avoidance and mitigation is likely to be required.  

There are no designated sites on or adjacent to the survey site. Habitats at the site 
compromise: 

• Amenity grassland 

• Scattered trees 

• Dense continuous scrub 

• Scattered scrub 

• Fences 

• Hardstanding.  

No protected species were found on site at the time of the field survey. The site is suitable 

to support commuting foraging bats and nesting birds.  

A series of recommendations are provided in Section 5 of this report that, if adopted, 

would ensure negative impacts to biodiversity are avoided or limited and the development 

is managed in line with legislation protecting habitats and species as required to achieve 

sustainable developments. 

These recommendations include:  

• The retention of all vegetation where possible and protection of all retained vegetation. 

• To improve the biodiversity value of the site, fences could be removed and replaced 

with hedgerows planted with native species such as blackthorn, hawthorn and rose 

species. This would provide further variation of habitat in the locality and provide 

habitat for numerous taxa including bats, birds and hedgehogs. 

• Conduct a nesting bird check if vegetation clearance is within the nesting period for 

birds. 



• The inclusion of wildflower seeding on the boundaries of the site to increase the 

biodiversity value of the site for insects.  

• A green Infrastructure approach to the development design including features such as 

green and brown roofs. 

• Bat roosting provision should be located on any mature trees on or adjacent to the site 

to enhance and compensate for any future roost features which maybe lost through 

removal of trees. 

• A lighting strategy must be designed to minimise impacts on bats (as well as other 

nocturnal fauna) and their insect food. 

• Additional species-rich grassland and shrub planting to provide habitat suitable for 

insects providing a foraging source for bats.  

• Bird boxes should be provided to increase nesting opportunities for bird species. 

• Consider connectivity of the landscape enabling hedgehogs to move about freely. 

Boundaries and barriers should leave gaps to allow access. Sympathetic planting of 

boundaries and features can create useful wildlife corridors.  

• Using native plants in the landscaping design which can provide habitat for wildlife. 

 

 

 

 

  



 Introduction 

 Background 

 Capita Ecologists were commissioned by GRWP Llandrillo Menai in November 

2020 to undertake a Preliminary Ecological Appraisal (PEA) of an area at Coleg 

Llandrillo, Rhyl (hereafter known as ‘the site’).  

 The PEA includes a Magic Map desk-based study, an Extended Phase 1 Habitat 

Survey and an assessment of the site to support protected and notable species. 

The surveys and appraisal have been carried out to determine the likelihood of 

important flora or fauna being present and to determine any constraints on the 

proposed development. 

 Survey Site  

 The survey site is located at Coleg Llandrillo, Rhyl, LL18 2HG, the central grid 

reference for the site is SJ01082 80231. The location is indicated by the red line 

boundary at Appendix A. The habitats at Coleg Llandrillo, Rhyl predominantly 

comprise of improved amenity grassland, scattered trees, dense continuous scrub, 

scattered scrub, fencing and hardstanding. Access is obtained via Cefndy Road. 

Brickfields pond is located 146m to the north of the site with urban housing 

encompassing the pond to the north and east.  

 The wider landscape is predominantly agricultural with improved grassland, 

hedgerows, walls and fences. The River Clwyd is located 1.34Km to the south of 

the site. 

 Legislation and Policy 

Legislation 

 Certain habitats and species are subject to protection in the UK under the following 

legislation. Those that are relevant to the survey site are listed below.  

• The Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2017 (as amended): 

o Bats 

o Otters. 

• The Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended): 

o Nesting birds 



o Bats 

o Otters 

o Water vole, and  

o White-clawed crayfish. 

Environment Act (Wales) 2016 

 This Act sets out Wales' approach to planning and managing natural resources at 

a national and local level with a general purpose linked to statutory 'principles of 

sustainable management of natural resources' defined within the Act. 

 The Environment (Wales) Act introduces a new, enhanced Biodiversity and 

Resilience of Ecosystem Duty on public bodies to ensure that biodiversity is an 

integral part of decision making. The Duty will replace the existing Natural 

Environment and Rural Communities (NERC) Act 2006 Duty. Public authorities will 

be required to report on the actions they are taking to improve biodiversity and 

promote ecosystem resilience. 

 Section 6 of the Act places a duty on public authorities to seek to maintain and 

enhance biological diversity (referred to as biodiversity). All public bodies, statutory 

undertakers, Ministers of the Crown and other public office holders are required to 

apply the duty when they are carrying on any functions in Wales, or in relation to 

Wales. 

 Section 7 of the Act is similar to the duty in Section 42 of the NERC Act 2006 

which it replaces. It places a duty on the Welsh Ministers to publish, review and 

revise lists of living organisms and types of habitat in Wales, which they consider 

are of key significance to sustain and improve biodiversity in relation to Wales. 

Planning Policy 

Planning Policy Wales 

 Planning Policy Wales (PPW) Edition 10, December 2018 sets out the land use 

policies of the Welsh Government, it is supplemented by a list of Technical Advice 

Notes (TANs) including TAN 5: Nature Conservation and Planning (2009). The 

Wales Spatial Plan People, Places, Futures sets out a strategic framework to 

guide future development. 

 The PPW, TANs, circulars and policy clarification letter comprise national planning 

policy. Chapter 5 of PPW relates to the conservation and improvement of natural 

heritage and coast. 

Anglesey and Gwynedd Joint Local Development Plan 2011-2025  



 The current adopted development plan for the Anglesey Local Planning Authority 

Area adopted on 31 July 2017 is the Anglesey Joint Local Development Plan 

2011-2025. This is used to guide and manage development, providing a basis by 

which planning applications will be determined. Section 6.5 includes policies for 

conserving and enhancing the natural environment.  

 LDP Policies relating to Nature Conservation:  

Policy Details 

Strategic Policy Ps 19: 

Conserving And Where 

Appropriate Enhancing The 

Natural Environment 

The Councils will manage development so as to 

conserve and where appropriate enhance the Plan 

area’s distinctive natural environment, countryside and 

coastline, and proposals that have a significant adverse 

effect on them will be refused unless the need for and 

benefits of the development in that location clearly 

outweighs the value of the site or area and national 

policy protection for that site and area in question. When 

determining a planning application, consideration will 

need to be given to the following:- 

1. Safeguard the Plan area’s habitats and species, 

geology, history, the coastline and landscapes; 

2. Protect or where appropriate enhance sites of 

international, national, regional and local importance 

and, where appropriate, their settings in line with 

National Policy; 

3. Have appropriate regard to the relative significance 

of international, national or local designations in 

considering the weight to be attached to 

acknowledged interests, ensuring that any 

international or national responsibilities and 

obligations are fully met in accordance with National 

Policy; 

4. Protect or enhance biodiversity within the Plan area 

and enhance and/or restore networks of natural 

habitats in accordance with the Local Biodiversity 

Action Plans and Policy AMG 5; 

5. Protect or enhance biodiversity through networks of 

green/ blue infrastructure; 

6. Safeguard internationally, nationally and locally 

protected species; 



Policy Details 

7. Protect, retain or enhance the local character and 

distinctiveness of the individual Landscape 

Character Areas (in line with Policy AMG 2) and 

Seascape Character Areas (in line with Policy AMG 

4); 

8. Protect, retain or enhance trees, hedgerows or 

woodland of visual, ecological, historic cultural or 

amenity value. 

Policy AMG1: Area Of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty 

Management Plans 

 

Proposals within or affecting the setting and/ or 

significant views into and out of the Areas of 

Outstanding Natural Beauty must, where appropriate, 

have regard to the relevant Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty Management Plan. 

Policy AMG 5: Local 

Biodiversity Conservation 

Proposals must protect and, where appropriate, 

enhance biodiversity that has been identified as 

being important to the local area by: 

 

a) Avoiding significant harmful impacts through the 

sensitive location of development. 

b) Considering opportunities to create, improve and 

manage wildlife habitats and natural landscape 

including wildlife corridors, stepping stones, trees, 

hedges, woodlands and watercourses. 

 

A proposal affecting sites of local biodiversity 

importance will be refused unless they can conform with 

all of the following criteria:- 

 

1. That there are no other satisfactory alternative sites 

available for the development.  

2. The need for the development outweighs the 

importance of the site for local nature conservation; 

3. That appropriate mitigation or compensation 

measures are included as part of the proposal. 

 

Where necessary, an Ecological Assessment which 

highlights the relevant local biodiversity issues 

should be included with the planning application. 



Policy Details 

Policy AMG 6: Protecting 

Sites Of Regional Or Local 

Significance 

Proposals that are likely to cause direct or indirect 

significant harm to Local Nature Reserves (LNR), 

Wildlife Sites (WS)1 or regionally important geological/ 

geomorphologic sites (RIGS) will be refused, unless it 

can be proven that there is an overriding social, 

environmental and/or economic need for the 

development, and that there is no other suitable site that 

would avoid having a detrimental impact on sites of local 

nature conservation value or local geological 

importance. 

 

When a development is granted, it will be necessary to 

ensure that there are appropriate mitigation measures in 

place. It will be possible to use planning conditions 

and/or obligations in order to safeguard the site’s 

biodiversity and geological importance. 

 

Biodiversity Policy 

 Wales Biodiversity Partnership (WBP) has produced the Nature Recovery Action 

Plan which is the National Biodiversity Strategy and Action for Wales. Section 7 of 

the Environment (Wales) Act 2016 lists the Habitats and Species of Principal 

Importance which are the focus for maintaining and enhancing biodiversity in 

Wales 

  

 

1 ‘Wildlife Sites’ is the term used by the Councils to cover those sites referred to in Planning Policy Wales as 
Sites of Interest for Nature Conservation (SINCs). The Plan’s Constraints Maps include ‘Wildlife Sites’ and 
‘Candidate’ wildlife sites. The latter refers to a site identified via an initial desk- top survey of being potentially 
worthy of consideration, whilst a ’Wildlife Site’ refers to those which have then been ratified following a 
detailed site survey and assessment against a set of criteria. The policy will be applicable to ‘Wildlife Sites’. 
Since a full evaluation of the entire ‘Candidate Wildlife Sites’ has not been carried out to date, their biodiversity 
value will be evaluated on a site by site basis when development proposals come forward in these locations. 
Policy AMG 5 would not apply unless the detailed survey and assessment reveals that it meets the relevant 
designation criteria. 



 Personnel and Quality Assurance 

 All ecologists employed by Capita adopt best practice working methods in 

undertaking surveys including the Chartered Institute of Ecology and 

Environmental Management’s (CIEEM’s) code of professional conduct and all 

fieldwork is carried out in accordance with current best practice guidelines and 

under the supervision of senior staff and appropriately licensed ecologists. 

 The PEA was carried out by Consultant Ecologist, Caroline Smallthwaite. 

 Caroline holds a Masters degree in Biological Recording and is a CIEEM Graduate 

Ecologist with over five years’ experience in ecology and conservation and ten 

years in the arboricultural sector. She is a member of the Botanical Society of 

Britain and Ireland, British Bryological Society and holds a CSCS card. She has 

been involved in a variety of projects from large road projects to flood alleviation 

schemes. She has undertaken surveys for and reported on a variety of ecological 

receptors. Her experience spans a range of ecological receptors and key skills 

include provision of ecological advice to councils in regard to legislative 

requirements for planning applications including reviewing third part ES. Other 

skills include Phase 1 Habitat surveys, botanical NVC (including invasive species 

surveys) and protected species surveys. She holds a Natural England Science & 

Education Great Crested Newt Licence. 

  



 Methods 

 Survey and Report Objectives  

 The survey and report were undertaken to fulfil the following objectives: 

1. To undertake a desk-based study of the proposed development site in order to 

establish whether there are records of protected species or habitats of 

importance (on a local, regional, national, or international scale). 

2. To undertake a field survey of the site to detail existing habitats and to assess 

whether the habitats on site have the potential to support protected or 

otherwise notable species. 

3. To identify key ecological constraints to the proposed development of the site.  

4. To provide initial advice to the client of how to avoid or minimise biodiversity 

loss.  

5. To provide initial advice on measures to avoid, mitigate or compensate impacts 

to biodiversity.  

 Desk-based Study  

 A data search was requested from Cofnod Data Centre on 2 December 2020 to 

obtain information on protected sites and species within a 2km radius of the site. 

This is still pending due to COVID-19 constraints and the report will be updated 

with this information when available. 

 MAGIC online interactive map (MAGIC, 2020) resource was accessed for 

information on UK and European protected sites and other important sites, 

including:   

• Special Protection Areas (SPA) 

• Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) 

• Ramsar sites 

• National Nature Reserves (NNR) 

• Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI) 

• Local Nature Reserves (LNR) 

• Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) 

• Ancient Woodland and 

• Mapped Biodiversity Priority Habitats. 

 The above resources and Ordnance Survey maps were studied to locate any 

ponds or water bodies within 500 metres of the site. 



 Results of the data search are included in the Baseline Ecological Conditions 

section under the relevant habitats and species sections. 

 Field Survey  

 The PEA included an Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey and was carried out 

during the daytime on the 25th November 2020. The weather conditions during the 

survey were 9°C, calm with moderate cloud cover. The survey involved 

undertaking a detailed walkover across the site as marked by the red line 

boundary at Appendix A. Observations of flora and fauna along with the location 

and extent of habitats were noted. The site and its habitats were assessed for their 

suitability to support protected and notable species. The presence of any non-

native invasive species was also noted. 

 The Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey was conducted in accordance with the 

guidelines set out in the Handbook for Phase 1 Habitat Survey (JNCC, 2010). The 

extent of each observed habitat is mapped at Appendix A. Photographs are 

included in this report to illustrate the habitats descriptions. 

 Trees were assessed from ground level, using a high-powered torch and 

binoculars, to identify any Potential Roost Features (PRFs) including holes in the 

truck and lifted bark and signs of bat presence including droppings, staining and 

scratch marks. 

 The Bat Conservation Trust’s Good Practice Guidelines (Collins, 2016) are used 

as a basis to evaluate buildings, trees and landscape features for their suitability to 

support bats. 

 Table 1 below summarises the suitability of buildings and trees to provide suitable 

roosting locations for bats and is used as a reference in the building/tree 

inspection results. The potential of landscape features is also included in the table 

and was used to describe the suitability of the landscape for foraging and 

commuting bats. 

Table 1 - Bat roost suitability characteristics 

Roost Suitability Qualifying Characteristics 

Negligible Built structures and underground sites 

No features that could be used by bats as roosts. 

Trees 

No features that could be used by roosting bats i.e. an immature 

tree, smooth bark, no crevices and no ivy cladding/vegetation cover. 

Landscape character 

Lack of vegetation and foraging habitat within vicinity of the site and 

no connections to semi-natural habitats. Site located in a highly 

urbanised environment. 

Low Built structures and underground sites 



 Small number of potential roosting features that could be used by 

individual bats opportunistically. However, the features do not 

provide appropriate conditions and/or suitable surrounding habitat to 

be used on a regular basis. 

Trees 

No visible features within tree structure such as crevices, holes in 

trunk, hazard beam splits. However, the tree may contain features 

not seen from ground level or contains features with limited roosting 

potential.  

Landscape character 

Small amount of isolated habitat on site providing a potential foraging 

resource i.e. a single tree or a patch of introduced shrub. Maybe 

linked to small amount of adjacent semi-natural habitat surrounding 

site, however there are no distinct links to habitat further away. May 

be used by small numbers of foraging bats 

Moderate Built structures and underground sites 

Several potential roosting features within built structure, but unlikely 

to support a roost of high conservation status.  

Trees 

Several potential roosting features that could be used by roosting 

bats such as crevices, holes in trunk, lifted bark, hazard beam splits, 

but unlikely to support a roost of high conservation status. 

Landscape character 

Suitable foraging habitat on site such as tree and hedgerows with 

linear links to wider landscape that could be used by bats for 

commuting to the wider landscape.  

High Built structures and underground sites 

Building offers a significant number of roosting features including 

gaps under roof tiles, hanging tiles, gaps beneath weather boarding, 

soffits, barge boards and fascia, holes in the wall and gaps in mortar, 

access points into large roof void, potential roosting features for 

crevice and void roosting bats. Suitable surrounding habitat. 

Features have the potential to be used by larger numbers of bats on 

a regular basis. 

Trees 

Several potential roosting features that could be used by roosting 

bats including, lifted bark, crevices, hazard beam splits, downwards 

facing holes with obvious staining and scratch marks around hole. 

Suitable surrounding habitat. Features have the potential to be used 

by larger numbers of bats on a regular basis. 

 

Landscape character 

The site habitat is of high quality for foraging bats and includes 

features such as woodland, tree lined water courses, field margins 

and hedgerows. The site is well connected within the landscape to 

surrounding habitats and strong linear features such as hedgerows 

and tree lines extend from the site to the wider landscape. Likely to 

be regularly used by commuting bats. The site may also be close to 

and connected to known roosts. 

Confirmed roost Presence of field signs indicative of a bat roost including staining and 

scratch marks around a potential roost entry point combined with the 

following; urine staining, droppings clustered beneath a potential 

roosting feature and the presence of live or dead bats. 



 Constraints  

 To determine likely presence or absence of protected species usually requires 

multiple visits at suitable times of the year. As a result, this survey focuses on 

assessing the potential of the site to support species of note. This report cannot 

therefore be considered a comprehensive assessment of the ecological interest of 

the site; however, it does provide an assessment of the ecological interest and 

highlights areas where further survey work or measures may be required. 

 A data search was commissioned with North Wales Environmental Information 

Service (COFNOD), however due to reduced working restrictions imposed in 

relation to the Covid-19 Pandemic the data report has not been available in 

preparation of the report, however the experience and onsite presence of a 

competent ecologist, and due to the sites intensely managed nature and habitats 

is unlikely to affect interpretation or assessment of the scheme significantly.  

  



 Baseline Ecological Conditions 

 Designated Sites   

 Liverpool Bay (SPA) is a statutory designated site and located within 2km of the 

survey site. 

 Non-Statutory Designated Sites  

 Details of non-statutory sites are requested within the commissioned data request 

with the biological data centre and will be integrated upon receipt.  

 Habitats 

 The following habitats were identified during the field survey. The habitats are also 

illustrated on the plan in Appendix A. 

Scattered trees  

 There are scattered trees on site including; willow Salix sp, beech Fagus sylvatica, 

sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus and balsam poplar Populus balsamifera. 

 

Figure 1 - Balsam poplar in corner of site 



 

Figure 2 – Scattered willow trees located behind fence line. 

Amenity grassland  

 Amenity grassland is located within the south and west of the site. Species consist 

of perennial rye-grass Lolium perenne, daisy Bellis perennis, red clover Trifolium 

pratense and rough meadow grass Poa trivialis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3 – Amenity grassland adjacent to building 

 

Dense continuous scrub with introduced shrub 

 Dense continuous scrub patch is located within the east of the site consisting of 

bramble Rubus fruticous agg. and common nettle Urtica dioica. 



 

Figure 4 – dense continuous scrub encompassing the two willow trees. 

Scattered Scrub 

 There is a small area of scattered scrub located at the south side of the existing 

car park behind the Heras fencing. Species include: hogweed Heracleum 

sphondylium, rosebay willowherb, Chamaenerion angustifolium creeping thistle 

Cirsium arvense and bramble.  

 

 
 

 

Figure 5 – scattered scrub adjacent to the south boundary of the existing car park 

 

 

  



Buildings 

 There are five temporary structures located on the sites including shipping 

containers and a Portokabin. Due to the temporary nature of the buildings and the 

negligible value for wildlife, they have been omitted from the Phase 1 Habitat Map. 

 Fencing  

 Palisade fencing is located to the south and west of the amenity grassland to the 

south of the site and Heras fencing positioned around the scattered scrub to the 

south of the existing hardstanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6 – Palisade fencing along two sections of the site 

Hardstanding  

4.3.2.1 The north section of the site is entirely hardstanding. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7 – hardstanding within the existing car park 



 Habitats of Principal Importance  

Habitats of Principal Importance are recognised under Section 7 of the 
Environment (Wales) Act 2016. These are habitats that were identified as requiring 
action in the UK Biodiversity Action Plan (UKBAP) and continue to be regarded as 
conservation priorities in the Biodiversity 2020: A strategy for England’s wildlife 
and ecosystem services.  

 The following Habitats of Principal Importance are present within 2 km of the site 

as identified using MAGIC map (DEFRA, 2013) these habitats are listed in Table 

2. No Habitats of Principal Importance or Local BAP Priority Species are recorded 

as being present on the survey site. 

Table 2: Habitats of Principal Importance 

Broad Habitat Habitat of Principal 

Importance 

Local BAP Priority 

Habitat 

Woodland Lowland Mixed Deciduous 

Woodland 

Lowland Mixed 

Deciduous Woodland 

Sublittoral Sediment Saline Lagoons Saline Lagoons 

Littoral Sediment Coastal Salt Marsh Coastal Salt Marsh 

Standing Open 

Waters and Canals 

Ponds Ponds 

Boundary and Linear 

Features 

Hedgerows Hedgerows 

River and Streams River River 

  



 

 Advice & Recommendations 

 The following interpretation of the baseline conditions of the survey site is provided 

along with recommendations for avoidance measures, mitigation and 

compensation where necessary. In addition, biodiversity enhancement measures 

are provided that, if adopted, would contribute to the sustainability of the 

development by ensuring no net loss and net gains of biodiversity of the site. 

 Summary of Results 

 The site’s value in terms of ecology is related to:  

• The presence of non-statutory designated sites within 2km of the site  

• Habitats which have the potential to support protected and/or notable species; 

amenity grassland, dense scrub, scattered trees and scattered scrub. 

• The potential presence of the following protected and/or notable species: bat, 

birds and great crested newt.  

 Habitats 

Amenity grassland 

Value 

 Amenity grassland makes up a moderate proportion of the south section of this 

site. Amenity grasslands have limited value for biodiversity and local value and are 

not listed as a Local Biodiversity Plan habitat. 

Impacts 

 Current proposals indicate that the amenity grassland will be lost to create part of 

the car parking area. 

Advice 

 The amount of grassland to be lost should be minimised wherever possible.  

 Biodiversity gains can be achieved by using a species-rich seed mix in areas of 

retained grassland to enhance it or planted in new areas of grassland to 

compensate for this loss and implementing a less intensive management regime 

such as cutting once or twice per year to encourage greater species diversity. 



Doing so would provide ecologically valuable habitat suitable for supporting a 

range of species. Species-rich seed mixes often include a variety of wildflowers 

with aesthetic value in addition to their ecological role. 

Scattered trees and dense scrub 

Value 

 There are eleven scattered trees found within the site boundary. One stand of 

continuous dense scrub and one stand of scattered scrub can be found within the 

site boundary. The trees and scrub provide nesting habitat for bird species.  

Impacts 

 Trees and scrub may be lost as a result of the proposed works. 

Advice 

 Trees should be retained where possible and protected in line with the British 

Standard (BS 5837:2012) Trees in Relation to Design and Construction. 

 A suitable planting plan should be included with the proposed works which 

includes native trees and shrubs to replace any that are lost and increase the 

overall coverage to ensure no net loss of biodiversity at the site. Mature specimens 

should be planted to maintain the level of biodiversity.  

Fences  

Value 

 These habitats are of negligible ecological value and are unlikely to support any 

protected and/or notable species.  

Impacts 

 Current proposals indicate that fencing will potentially remain unchanged and as 

such there will be no impact. 

Advice 

 In line with the principles of Planning Policy Wales and the conservation of 

biodiversity locally to improve the biodiversity value of the site, fences could be 

removed and replaced with hedgerows planted with native species such as 

blackthorn, hawthorn and rose species. This would provide further variation of 

habitat in the locale and provide habitat for numerous taxa including bats, birds 

and hedgehogs. 

 If the fences are to remain, gaps could be introduced to allow movement of wildlife 

such as hedgehogs.  



Hardstanding  

Value 

 The existing car park to the north of the site is of low ecological value and is 

unlikely to support any protected and/or notable species.  

Impacts 

 The area of hardstanding located on the existing car park is likely to be retained. 

Advice 

 Where possible geogrid with grassland planting should be considered due to its 

more biodiverse structure and surface drainage capabilities, consideration should 

be given to seeding mixes which can provide biodiversity net gains through action 

for pollinator insects. 

 

 Species 

Bats 

Value  

 No signs of bats were recorded on site during the survey. However, the continuous 

scrub and scattered trees offer potential for supporting foraging and commuting  

bats. 

Impacts 

 Current proposals indicate that the proposed works may impact the existing trees 

and scrub. 

Advice 

 Retention of existing trees and scrub is advised wherever possible to maintain 

existing bat foraging habitat. The habitat on site is deemed suitable for foraging 

bats in the form of mature trees along the boundary of the site forming a green 

corridor that is important as a passage for wildlife connectivity across the 

landscape. 

 The lighting design of the development could have a significant impact on 

nocturnal fauna within the site. A lighting strategy must be designed to minimise 

impacts on bats (as well as other nocturnal fauna) and their insect food. All exterior 

lighting should follow the guidance of the Bat Conservation Trust. Current (June 

2014) advice is at http://www.bats.org.uk/. The lighting strategy should be 

submitted to the LPA with the application for approval.  



Birds 

Value 

 The scattered trees, and scrub present valuable habitats for nest building and the 

provision of food through fruits and the insects they support.  

Impacts 

 The proposed works may impact the trees and scrub so it is likely that birds would 

be impacted. 

Advice 

 Where possible, minimise the removal of vegetation, by retaining suitable 

vegetation. 

 Birds, their young and their nests are protected by law making it an offence to 

destroy active nests, disturb or harm them. Bird nests can be well hidden within 

vegetation and so removal of vegetation should be avoided.  

 Where vegetation removal is necessary it should not be undertaken during the 

nesting bird season of March to August (inclusive). Nests can be active at any time 

and so care should always be taken during vegetation clearance. This advice also 

applies to the school building.  

 If vegetation clearance occurs between March and August (inclusive), a nesting 

bird check must be conducted by a competent ecologist immediately prior to works 

taking place. If a nest is discovered either through search or during works: 

• Work must stop 

• The nest is to be assessed by an ecologist 

• A buffer (of at least 5m) is implemented depending on the species present 

• The nest must not be disturbed until the young have fledged or the nest is 

abandoned. 

Great crested newts and Amphibians 

Value 

 There are two waterbodies within 500m of the site: Brickfield Pond is located at 

146m north of the site and a small pond is located at 168m east of the site. 

Impacts 

 Current proposals indicate that the proposed works will be confined to the 

immediate vicinity of the site and not affect these ponds.  

Advice 



 There is no connectivity between the site and the waterbodies. The urban nature 

of the site is hardstanding and there is no foraging or terrestrial habitat suitable for 

great crested newts. Although the site includes unsuitable habitat for great crested 

newts we would still recommend precautionary methods of working as great 

crested newts are widespread across North Wales and other amphibian species 

could be present that would benefit from these measures. Great crested newts are 

a European protected species and toads Bufo bufo are a Local Species of 

Principal Importance and a Local BAP Priority Species. 

Reasonable Avoidance Measures 

• All contractors to be aware of the possible presence of great crested newts and 

what they look like, and that in the event of one being found work must stop 

while it is moved to safety and ecological advice sought. Licensing from 

Natural England will be necessary in this eventuality. 

• Any existing piles of material, debris, wood etc should be moved by hand to 

check for great crested newts sheltering there. 

• For the purpose of minimising impact on great crested newts, vegetation 

clearance and soil stripping can be restricted to areas where works are soon to 

commence. Once soil strip has been undertaken it is advisable to maintain the 

area as bare earth to minimise the likelihood of newts re-colonising. In order to 

be effective vegetation clearance should be undertaken during the active 

season for newts, typically February to October inclusive when temperatures 

are >5°C and should avoid prolonged periods of hot dry weather when newt 

activity is reduced. 

• Building materials should not be left around overnight in a manner where newts 

can take shelter there. 

• All litter to be cleared from the field at the end of each day. Plastic bottles and 

metal cans are particularly dangerous to wildlife and may trap newts. Injuring a 

great crested newt is a criminal offence. 

• Suitable plans to be made to deal with any pollution incident e.g. a petrol leak. 

 Biodiversity Enhancements 

 In order to provide additional biodiversity enhancement to the site we recommend 

the following:  

 Hedgehogs are listed as Species of Principal Importance in England under the 

NERC Act 2 2006 Section 41. Consider connectivity of the landscape enabling 

hedgehogs to move about freely. Boundaries and barriers should leave gaps to 



allow access. Sympathetic planting of boundaries and features can create useful 

wildlife corridors.  

 Any tree species for replanting should be native and typical of the local area and of 

UK provenance.  

 Bat roosting provision should be located on any mature trees on or adjacent to the 

site to enhance and compensate for any future roost features which maybe lost 

through removal of trees. 

  Inclusion of bird nesting provision in the form of bird boxes.  

 Using native plants in the landscaping design which can provide habitat for wildlife.  

 A green Infrastructure approach to the development design including features such 

as green and brown roofs to help to achieve biodiversity net gain. 
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Appendix A – Phase 1 Habitat Plan 
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