STEPHEN CUTMORE BSc(Hons)

Arboricultural & Ecological Services

UK/T0343A

SURVEYS, INSPECTIONS, REPORTS

‘SPRINGFIELDS’
NORTHOP COUNTRY PARK
NORTHOP ROAD
NORTHOP
FLINTSHIRE
CH7 6WA

Badger Survey Results

e A desk study shows records of Badgers within the hectad SJ26
(https://data.nbn.org.uk). The records were provided by Cofnod — North Wales
Environmental Information Service, from the dataset [Miscellaneous records held on
the Cofnod database (Sensitive species records)].

e No evidence of badger activity was observed within the proposed development site.

e There will be little habitat loss on site. There will be no loss of connectivity in the
local landscape.

e The conclusion is that the proposed development would have a low scale of impact on
the favourable conservation status of the locally recorded badgers. Mitigation is
required in the form of Reasonable Avoidance Measures to minimise risk of badgers
being injured during the works.

Reasonable Avoidance Methods

Site Induction

e As part of the site induction process, all staff working on site will be made aware of
the potential presence of badgers within the immediate landscape, and their status as a
UK Protected Species. Badgers are protected in the UK under the Protection of
Badgers Act, 1992.

e The toolbox talk will set out what measures are being implemented to avoid affecting
badgers.

e Contractors will be instructed to cease work in the unlikely event that they discover a
badger within the site, and contact a licenced ecologist. Contact details will be
displayed within the site cabin.
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Site clearance
e Prior to the site clearance and commencement of development activity, the site should
be re-inspected to check for any evidence of badger activity.

Construction work
e Where possible, any trenches that need to be excavated should be backfilled on the
same day.
e [Ifatrench is to remain open for more than a day, ensure that it is covered with sheets
of plyboard each night to prevent badgers and other species from entering the trench.
e In the unlikely event that evidence of badger activity is found during development
activity, then all works must cease immediately and advice sought from an ecologist.
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