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Giant Hogweed (Heracleum mantegazzianum)

e The development site is infested with Giant Hogweed, which is a non-native invasive
species.

e [tis listed on Schedule 9 of the Wildlife & Countryside Act, 1981, and therefore it is
an offence to plant or otherwise cause this species to grow in the wild.

e Under the Environmental Protection Act 1990, Giant Hogweed is classified as
controlled waste.

e Mitigation is required in the form of Reasonable Avoidance Measures to control the
Giant Hogweed on site.

Reasonable Avoidance Methods

Site Induction

e As part of the site induction process, all staff working on site will be made aware of
the presence of Giant Hogweed within the development site, and their status as a non-
native invasive species.

e The toolbox talk will set out what measures are being implemented to control Giant
Hogweed on the site and highlight the health risk to humans.

e Giant Hogweed sap contains a chemical, which in the presence of sunlight causes a
nasty and potentially dangerous skin reaction in almost everyone who comes into
contact with it, resulting in burning, itching and blistering. The lesions are slow to
heal and any consequent scarring may persist for at least 6 years. The reaction can
occur by individuals accidentally brushing past leaves and can be especially acute in
children. For this reason it is considered to be a serious and significant danger to
public health. Details of appropriate control measures must therefore be included in
the Site Specific Risk Assessment documentation.
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Site hygiene

Mapping

e Detail the distribution of the Giant Hogweed on a site map and include a buffer of 4m
around plants to incorporate seeds in soil.

Site hygiene
Ensure that everyone working on the site is aware of and adheres to good site hygiene, such

as:

e Marking out of contaminated areas and protecting with fencing;
e Ensuring that vehicles with caterpillar tracks do not work within contaminated areas,

and

e Treating contaminated soils carefully.

Ensure that soil from within 4m of the plants is not transferred to other areas.
Limit use of tracked machinery at infested sites.
Cleaning contaminated machinery and equipment.

Treatment options

Spraying

Spraying with an appropriate herbicide is the most effective treatment option
available, although it can take several years to eradicate the species completely.
The only herbicide known to control Giant Hogweed and with the necessary
approval for use in or near water is glyphosate. Glyphosate is sold under a number
of brand names.

The plants can be sprayed with glyphosate when growing actively but still less
than about 1 m high (usually in April and May). In order to be effective, spraying
must be carried out before the plant flowers and sets seed, otherwise there will be
thousands of additional seeds on the ground ready to grow at some point in the
future.

Giant Hogweed spraying times
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Optimum treatment time

The soil beneath an established stand of Giant Hogweed will contain a large
number of seeds that will continue to produce new plants. Herbicides can be used
to achieve short-term control of the plant. As Giant Hogweed seeds can remain in
the soil for several years, a long-term strategy involving treatment with herbicide
will be required.

Long-lance sprayers may assist in accurate application of glyphosate to plants
growing in inaccessible sites along river banks. Glyphosate can be applied as a
spot treatment to individual plants, using hand-held equipment, or as an overall
spray using machine-mounted spray booms. In the latter instance, total weed
control of all vegetation will occur and it may be necessary to reseed the treated
area with grass and other native plants. Establishing a good sward of grasses soon
after treatment of the weed will help to reduce the rate of re-colonisation of the
area by seeds of Giant Hogweed.

It is essential that any herbicide treatment is carried out by an experienced,
competent and qualified operator, complying with any approval advice provided
by the relevant licensing authority and all health and safety considerations. Efforts
should be made to minimise damage to non-target species.
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Mechanical control

Hand cutting of Giant Hogweed should never be undertaken unless the operator is
wearing full protective clothing to prevent skin contamination by the sap.

Machine operators should take similar precautions as the sap can be spread onto
machinery and subsequently come into contact with skin. Cut material can remain
active for many hours.

Cutting before flowering will, at best, produce only temporary control as the plant can
regrow the following season. Cutting after flowering has no benefit once the seeds
have been formed, except to clear away the dying vegetation. Seed heads should be
bagged before cutting to reduce dispersal during control.

Small infestations can be controlled by digging out the whole plant. This should be
done in April or May, cutting the plant at a 45 degree angle below ground to ensure
damage to the rootstock and to prevent regrowth from the base.

Itis possible that large infestations may be controlled by deep cultivation (ploughing)
although this is generally impractical on river banks, where most large stands occur.
Regular cattle grazing can also afford a measure of control.

Disposal of material

Giant Hogweed is classified as controlled waste, therefore must be disposed of at an
authorised site.

The waste must be transferred by a registered waste carrier.

All transfers of controlled waste must be accompanied by a transfer note and a copy
of the transfer note must be kept for 2 years.

Transfer notes must be available to the enforcement authority.
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