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NGR 

Centred on: SH 48141 59964 (Figure 1) 

Partly within the Bontnewydd Conservation Area 

Proposed Development 

Gwynedd County Council plan to replace the current Ysgol Bontnewydd with a new 
building. This will require the demolition of the current school buildings together with the 
historic buildings, fronting onto Dol Bueno, which were the original school buildings on the 
site. It is understood that the work will take place in a series of stages with the school initially 
being transferred to the old school buildings and a series of temporary buildings on the 
current tarmac play area. This will allow for the current school building to be demolished and 
re-built. At a later date the old school is to be demolished to provide a staff parking area. 

Archaeological Background 

The area of the current school building was an agricultural field until at least 1963 (Figures 2 
and 3) based on easily available historic mapping. The earliest available map is the 1841 
Tithe Map of part of the parish of Llanbeblig, County of Carnarvon (Figure 2.1). This was 
drawn before the school was set up in Bontnewydd with Plot 177 being described as a 
“homestead” called Caer Pwll on the apportionment https://places.library.wales/viewer/ 
4557698#?cv=22&h=1177&xywh=-673%2C-67%2C2703%2C1322). The field on which the 
current school is built consist of a meadow called Cae Pella (Plot 1178) and an arable field 
called Cae Canol (Plot 1179). The original school was constructed after 1844 when there is a 
draft grant of a piece of ground, part of a farm called Cefnywerthid in the village of 
Bontnewydd, p. Llanbeblig as a site for a school for poor persons in p. Llanbeblig, and for the 
residence of the master of the school by John Griffith Griffith of Plas Llanfair (National 
Library). The initial school building was extended in 1908 (The North Wales Express 31st 
January 1908) with the classes being temporally held in the schoolrooms of two local 
chapels. 

The earliest map to show a school is the first edition Ordnance Survey map published in 1888 
(Figure 2.2) which shows a building along the western boundary of a plot facing onto Dol 
Beuno. Later maps (Figures 2 and 3) show the extension of the school in 1908 and a 
developing range of outbuildings associated with the school, particularly from 1918 (Figure 
4.1) onwards. 

In 2023 Gwynedd County Council commissioned a Fluxgate Gradiometer survey within the 
grounds of Bontnewydd School (Brooks 2023). The majority of the magnetic anomalies 
recorded can be related to modern disturbance of the site. Only two anomalies that may be 
archaeological in origins were located. 
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Recommendation 

Before any development takes place, the existing old school buildings should be recorded. 
Although they are not currently listed, they are clearly important in the 19th century 
development of Bontnewydd having started life as a “National School” before being 
transferred to the County system in 1904. The school was extended in 1908, but contains the 
original school building at its core.  

The recording of the school should include an initial desk-top study in order to document the 
development of the school. Also, the County Architects plans between 1882 and 1946 
(Gwynedd Archive XCA/128) and the Plan of water supply scheme for Bontnewydd School 
(Gwynedd Archive XD2A/466) should not only aid with site history, but may help with any 
archaeological features revealed by the development. The desktop should include the records 
of: 

1. National Library of Wales.  
2. University of Bangor Archives 
3. Gwynedd Archives 
4. Any records held by Gwynedd County Council  

The building should then be recorded to Level 2/3 of the Historic England 2016. 
Understanding Historic Buildings. A Guide to Good Recording Practice. This record should 
include a drawn, written and photographic record as summarised below: 

Drawing  

2  Measured plans (to scale or fully dimensioned) as existing. These may extend to all 
floors, or they may be restricted to one or a selection. The latter option may be 
appropriate, for example, in a town-centre building where an upper floor has been 
little altered. Buildings with a repetitive structure may also be planned on one floor, 
but a note or a sketch plan should be made to indicate the arrangement of other floors. 
Plans should show the form and location of any structural features of historic 
significance, such as blocked doorways, windows and fireplaces, masonry joints, 
ceiling beams and other changes in floor and ceiling levels, and any evidence for 
fixtures of significance. 

Further drawing types as required, from: 

3  Measured drawings recording the form or location of other significant structural detail 
(for example timber or metal framing). 

4  Measured cross-sections or long-sections to illustrate the vertical relationships within 
a building (for example floor and ceiling heights, the form of roof trusses). 

5  Measured drawings to show the form of any architectural decoration (for example the 
moulding profiles of door surrounds, beams, mullions and cornices) or small-scale 
functional detail not easily captured by photography. A measured detail drawing is 
particularly valuable when the feature in question is an aid to dating. 

6  Measured elevations, where these are necessary to an understanding of the building’s 
design, development or function.  
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7  A site plan relating the building to other structures and to any related topographical 
and landscape features.  

8  A plan or plans identifying the location and direction of accompanying photographs.  

9  Copies of earlier drawings throwing light on the building’s history.  

10  Three-dimensional projections when these are of value in understanding the building. 
If these are to be considered components of the record they must always be 
accompanied by measured plans, sections and elevational details.  

11  Reconstruction drawings and phased drawings, when these are of value. In phased 
drawings successive phases of a building’s development may be shown by graded 
tone (dark to light, with the darker being the earlier) or by colour, by sequential 
diagrams or by annotation. Whenever phased drawings are included in a record, they 
must be accompanied by the unmarked drawings on which they are based.  

12  Diagrams interpreting the movement of materials (process flow) or people 
(circulation), or the segregation of people or activities (for example permeability 
diagrams), where these are warranted by the complexity of the subject. As with 10 
and 11, the evidence supporting the interpretations must be provided. 

Photography  

1  A general view or views of the building (in its wider setting or landscape if 2 (below) 
is also to be adopted). 

2  The building’s external appearance. Typically, a series of oblique views will show all 
external elevations of the building, and give an overall impression of its size and 
shape. Where individual elevations include complex historical information, it may 
also be appropriate to take views at right-angles to the plane of the elevation. 

3  Further views may be desirable to reflect the original design intentions of the builder 
or architect, where these are known from documentary sources or can be inferred from 
the building or its setting. 

4  The overall appearance of the principal rooms and circulation areas. The approach 
will be similar to that outlined in 2. 

5  Any external or internal detail, structural or decorative, which is relevant to the 
building’s design, development and use, with scale where appropriate. 

6  Any machinery or other plant, or evidence for its former existence. 

7  Any dates or other inscriptions; any signage, makers’ plates or graffiti which 
contribute to an understanding of the building. A transcription should be made 
wherever characters are difficult to interpret. 

Written Account 

1  The precise location of the building as an address and in the form of a National Grid 
reference. 
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2  A note of any statutory designation (that is, listing, scheduling, Register of Historic 
Parks and Gardens, conservation area). Information on statutory designations can be 
found on the Historic England website. Non-statutory designations (local lists) may be 
added. 

3  The date when the record was made, the name(s) of the recorder(s) and the location of 
any archive material. 

5  A contents list; a list of illustrations or figures. 

6  A longer summary statement. An alternative to 4. This account should summarise the 
building’s form, function, date and sequence of development. The names of architects, 
builders, patrons and owners should be given if known. Its purpose is to describe the 
building when no fuller record is necessary. Alternatively, it may serve as an 
introduction to the more detailed body of a record that may follow, for users who may 
need a summary of the report’s findings. 

7  An introduction briefly setting out the circumstances in which the record was made, 
its objectives, methods, scope and limitations, and any constraints. Where appropriate 
the brief for the work or the project design should be stated or appended. 

8  Acknowledgements to all those who have made a significant contribution to the 
making of the record, or who have given permission for copyright items to be 
reproduced. 

9  A discussion of the published sources relating to the building and its setting, an 
account of its history as given in published sources, an analysis of historic map 
evidence (map regression) and a critical evaluation of previous records of the 
building, where they exist. 

11  An account of the building’s overall form (structure, materials, layout) and of its 
successive phases of development, together with the evidence supporting this 
analysis. 

12  An account of the building’s past and present use, and of the uses of its parts, with the 
evidence for these interpretations. An analysis of a circulation pattern or of a 
decorative or liturgical scheme. An account of any fixtures, fittings, plant or 
machinery associated with the building, and their purpose. In an industrial building, a 
sequential account of the way in which materials or processes were handled. 

13  Any evidence for the former existence of demolished structures or removed plant 
associated with the building.  

14  A summary of the findings of any specialist reports (for example dendrochronology or 
paint analysis).  

15  A discussion of the building’s past and present relationship to its setting: its 
relationship to local settlement patterns or other man-made features in the landscape; 
its part in a larger architectural or functional group of buildings; its visual importance 
as a landmark, etc.  
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16  An assessment of the potential for further investigative or documentary work, and of 
the potential survival of below-ground evidence for the history of the building and its 
site.  

18  Copies of historic maps, drawings, views or photographs illustrating the development 
of the building or its site (the permission of owners or copyright holders may be 
required).  

19  Copies of other records of the building, including specialist reports (again with any 
necessary permissions), or a note of their existence and location.  

20  Any further information from documentary sources, published or unpublished, 
bearing on any of these matters, or bearing on the circumstances of its building, 
designer, craftsmen, ownership, use and occupancy, with a note on the sources of the 
information. 

22  An outline of the significance of the building. This can seek to identify both the 
significance of different features or phases of development in the building relative to 
each other, and also set important aspects of the building in a regional or national 
context. 

23  Full bibliographic and other references, or a list of the sources consulted (in long 
reports it is preferable to include both). Websites which may prove to be ephemeral 
should be avoided as references wherever possible; where their use is unavoidable the 
full web address and the date on which the site was consulted should be noted. 

24  A glossary of architectural or other terms likely to be unfamiliar to readers. If few in 
number, terms may be explained more economically within the text or in footnotes. 

Evaluation/Archaeological Watching Brief 

Whilst the new school building will occupy part of the space now occupied by the current 
building (Figure 4) it will extend beyond the current footprint and the scheme will require the 
reorganisation of the grounds to accommodate new staff parking and a reorganisation of the 
current parking to include a provision for EV charging. There will also be a need for 
temporary works, such as contractor parking and work compound which may affect the 
archaeological record. 

Typically, the archaeological potential of the site would be evaluated by digging a series of 
trenches, the equivalent of about 5% of the total development area, based on the results of the 
geophysical survey and the desk-based study. For this project this would be in the region of 
650 m2 probably distributed in a series of 2 x 20 m trenches. The results of this stage would 
then be used to assess the level of the archaeological response during the construction phase 
of the development; however, it is likely that an archaeological watching brief would be 
required on the groundworks associated with the development. It is also likely that this phase 
of work would be used to evaluated the results of geophysical survey which has already taken 
place. This approach is still valid, but there are a number of local physical constraints which 
would make it difficult. 

The geophysical survey covered the area of the playing fields which do not appear to be 
affected by the development, unless new drainage or services are to cross the area. However, 
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there are two anomalies seen in the geophysical survey which may be of archaeological 
origins which could be evaluated. The proposed temporary movement of the school into the 
old school buildings and a series of temporary buildings on the current tarmac play area 
would also make it difficult to trench in this area without making the placement of the 
temporary building difficult and leaving scars in the tarmac surface which may be considered 
a risk to the safety of the children. It is also likely that the available area for evaluation will 
be restricted by the presence of current and disused services associated with the current 
school and the ancillary buildings of the original school. 

Another option would be for an extended watching brief on the development and its 
associated enabling works. Whilst this has the advantage of fitting in with the proposed 
timetable for the new school and would allow for a phased response with the tarmac area 
being investigated only after the new school building was in use, it is not without potential 
risk. The main risk would be that significant archaeology is discovered during the 
construction phase with the risk of delay and unexpected costs to the project. It would also 
require the removal of the topsoil and modern deposits to be done in such a way that the 
cleaned surface was not driven over, trampled or covered prior to it being cleared by the 
project archaeologist. It may be prudent to allow for short break in the construction 
programme to be included to allow for any archaeological features or deposits to be 
adequately recorded. It is also important that this approach is adopted to any temporary works 
required by the development such as the stripping of any area for temporary parking and the 
compound for the contractors. As far as possible all ground works should be done with a 
smoothed face bucket to allow for a clean surface which could be inspected by the project 
archaeologist.  

This approach also has the advantage that the archaeologist will have the largest area to 
inspect which will give the best assessment of the archaeological record, rather than having to 
look at a series of relatively small trenches which may not be representative. 
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Figure 1: Location
Scale 1:25,000



2.1: 1841 Tithe Map Part of the parish of Llanbeblig, County of Carnarvon
Source https://places.library.wales/

2.2: Caernarvonshire XV.SE Published in 1888

2.3: Caernarvonshire XV.12 published in 1900

Figure 2: Historic Mapping 1841 - 1900
Rescaled to approximately 1:10,000

Ordnance Survey Maps Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland



3.1: Caernarvonshire XV.12 published in 1918

3.2: Caernarvonshire XV.SE published in 1953

3.3: SH45.NE-A published in 1963

Figure 3: Historic Mapping 1918 - 1963

Ordnance Survey Maps Reproduced with the permission of the National Library of Scotland
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