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Open Space Assessment 

Government Buildings, Dinerth Road, Rhos on Sea, Conwy 
 
This Open Space Assessment is prepared by Caulmert Ltd. to accompany a Full Planning 
Application by Cartrefi Conwy (“the applicant”) for the proposed demolition of former office 
buildings and ancillary structures and erection of 48 no. affordable dwellings and new 
infrastructure including new access, footpaths, access roads, car parking, SuDs infrastructure and 
open space’ at Government Buildings, Dinerth Road, Rhos On Sea, Conwy, LL28 4UL. 
 

The development proposed will deliver a scheme of 48 no. affordable houses. The proposed 
development comprises of 9 no. 1 bedroom cottage flats , 3 no. 2 bedroom cottage flats, 4 no. 1 
bedroom bungalows, 5 no. 2 bedroom bungalows, 16 no. 2 bedroom houses, 10 no. 3 bedroom 
houses, 1 no. 5 bedroom house. 100% of the residential units will be affordable.  
 
The development has two areas of open space, one in the north-western corner (880m²) and one 
in the south-eastern corner (570m²). 
 
The proposal aims to balance structure, function, and flexibility—recognising that key spaces, 
particularly along active travel routes and within areas of public open space, will be shaped 
through community engagement as part of the Playing Naturally project. These design-led 
discussions will inform the final planting selection and spatial layout in collaboration with Cartrefi 
Conwy’s Open Spaces team and relevant CCBC departments. 
 
The applicant will seek to access funding through the Groundwork & Test stage of the Arts, Health 
& Wellbeing National Lottery Fund to engage local communities in shaping how the active travel 
route and open space areas across the development site can best deliver health and welfare 
benefits. Through creative, inclusive consultation—such as the Playing Naturally initiative at 
Dinerth Road they aim to identify what truly works for residents by combining baseline data with 
lived experience. The outcome of this process will inform concept designs and a strategic 
framework, enabling progression to the next funding stage and design of open space. The open 
space will create a sense of place, encourage communal interaction and provide residents with 
an opportunity for recreation and relaxation.  
 
Cartrefi Conwy look to provide a ‘natural play’ approach within their developments with ‘risky 
play’ that can be used by more than one age group e.g. mounds, stepping stones, timber 
structures, rather than standard play equipment. The design of the open space will be informed 
by the CCBC play officer as well as the local community. 
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Policy CFS/11 ‘Development and Open Space’ of the Conwy Local Development Plan states that 
‘New housing development of less than 30 dwellings shall make provision of a commuted sum as 
an alternative to on-site provision…’  
 
The table below sets out the Public Open Space provision requested by Conwy County Borough 
Council, and the amounts provided on site as part of the proposed development. The proposed 
development provides all of the required amount of ‘children’s play space (equipped)’, ‘children’s 
play space (informal)’ and ‘neighbourhood amenity’.  Planning Obligations will be sought from 
the development in relation to ‘Playing pitches’ ‘Outdoor Sports’ and ‘Major Amenity’ and the 
applicant will enter into discussions with Conwy County Borough Council regarding these 
financial contributions.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


